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of learners (disciples) is the motivating purposaccommodates the needs of families with

of the trial Sunday schedule the Vestry and | children. We recoe these conflicting values

affirmed and implemented last November. Wend we will respond.

have been living into that schedule far five The Vestry and | believe it is best to
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First and foremost, the members of theonfusion, plus time over the next several
Vestry and | want to thank eactyoil (nearly ~ months to plan for an amended schedule to
150) who took the time to fill out a survey and begin next Septdrar. This will allow us to
offer your impressions of both the benefits andnake creative adjustments and thoughtfully
challenges of theal schedule. The feedback prepare the many support ministries required to
was thoughtful, constructive, and shows a cleaupport ar worship and Christian formation
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Farewell Letter from Father Lou

Dear friends, balance and then to carve out a futhate leadership team in the future. If you would

On April 6th I will be leaving  brings them closer to their dreams and like to receive updates and know about
Holy Comforter to begin several new plans. Itis a positive and forwlrdking volunteer opportunities justrel me at
ventures in ministry. | want to convey nprocess and, | believe, very spiritihere louismattia@hotmail.com until | have a
deephearifelt thanksgiving for having is a recently published book which web site up.
served with you for these last five yearsemphasizes the spirituality of coaching P ;
This has been my home and extended calledJesus, Life Cpagh.aurie Beth in the Wgﬂshr}x;;env;?g:.elrrznfgg;xv glmsjt?y
family and Wwill always hold you in great Jones. are praying about an invitation from the
love and esteem. You have always been Secondly, | am now establishingew Archbishop to go back to Tanzania
gracious, loving and generous in your ., it organization called The LEADBr several years where Joan, notB.P
support both for merel for the mission 4, gation (The Leadership Excellencavould be instrumental in helping to further
projects we have undertaken together. ong pe/elopment Strategies Foundatiomjevelop a new Anglican university and

It has been during the last yearin order to continue Leadership Seminavghere | would base the Foundation work.
that | have felt the call to expang m around the world, the model of which wés all of this we covet your continuing
vocation in two areas: ministry and developed herat Holy Comforter. The prayers. All of this is a work of faith.
personal mission. First, | will be offerindoundation will provide general leadership Finally, | want to thank Father
services to both the church and businestsaining but will also deal with leadershigii the vetry 'and the staff at Holy
comnunity in the area of Life and issues of promént interest, especially the:om’forter for id” their support in my time
Leadership Coaching. Having received falamieChristian relations issue. This | ..o They are working very hard on
postgraduate Certificate from George initiative will be called The CIPAL Projetbtehé” of the conggation and my prayers
Washington Univergiin Leadership (The Christiafslamic Peace and will continue for them and for all of you as
Coaching, | have been privileged to bedireradership Project). you follow the Lord in building the

working with executives in the Washington | am grateful that some of you fellowship of God that islanted here.

area and hope to continuelgmow this e aiready indicated an interest to heod willing, | will see you from time to

fledgling venture known as Mattia & e foyglation work. That is welcomeWLPH LQ WKH /RUG-V YLQH\D!
Associates, LLwww.matliedssociates. ogpecially as the details unfold in the Blessi

com). Coaching provides an opportumtgoming months. There will be essings,

for people to examine their lives, goals P :
g o ' ortunities to sign up serve on a Lou+
values, and gifts in order to bring about ?npeD gnup
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much | appreaite all his hard work LW JRHV ZLW KR RWgisaldbin@rdtprie that lays the fouoddor the entire
The truth is, words can be a powerful affirmation, and the  congregation of Holy Comforter to rise up and in one mighty
absence of the righfords can leave a void that really hurts. Tiveice tell our young people, "You matter to aar Nves are of
truth is, very little goes without saying, and the important thirigestimable value. The journey you are now embarking on is
should NEVERgo without saying. There are things we know,significant." It is a way that we fulfill our bapiscovenant of
but sometimes we need to hear them loud and clear. "seeking and serving Christ in all persons.”

During the 10:30 a.m. senaceSunday, April 13we The Rite 13 Liturgy is a rite of passage that recognizes
will celebrate an important rite of passage with some &f our The giftthat God bestows upon each one of us: the gift of
and & Graders, members of the Ritecle®s. This class is manhood or womanhood. This is a free gift that we cannot earn
namedRite 13after the special liturgy we will celebrate with and need not pre. This gift is the essence of who we are. The
them on this day. In some respects,glasiew way of saying tosame energy that pushes us through adolescence gives us the
our young people things we have meant to convey alkalong power to change theorld. As these young people grow and
WKLQJV OLNH “:H VWDQaurivhywoKtheR X mDatureRtieiPkbdwleédge and skills will increase, but the core of
MRXUQH\ ZH-UH KHUH LI \RX QHHG XwWo tdey aw¥ ken@iridethéme. DUH WHUULILF ZH

ORYH \RX p :H RIWHQ D VNapprediattkabd R XU Y EQ%CH&’% opportunity for us to affirm all that is

accepted as a vital part of our parish, but adolescence can b in the :
; . . . young people who live and grow around ts and
such a time of uncertainty that some thing#/jus D Q - W E "gego%rﬂzg them as young men and women in our midst. Don't

often enough. miss this incredible chance to say out loud in a very powerful

One of the unique aspects of Jloeirney to Adulthood way what we have meant to say to them all along. Remember,
program is that it seeks to provide ofgsassage that are often NOTHING GOES WITHOUT SAYING!
lacking in our culture. We help define points along the path to - Lynne Brents
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THE REV. BLAIR POGUE IS COMING

The Rev. Blair Pogue, former Associate Rector of
Holy Comforter, is returning for a servicgit\and speaking
engagement on May 1 and 2 at the invitation of the ECW.
The Rev. Blair Pogue served as Holy Comforter'si#teso
Rector for Adult Christian Formation for three years and is
making her first return visit since moving to Minnesota i 200
where she now serves as Rector of St. Matthew's Episcopal
Church in Saint Paul.

Thursday, May 1
3:00 to 5:30 p.mTea Time-ellowshipL.illian Croy Room

7:00 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Servi€hapel
Friday, May 2

6:00 to 7:30 p.mSoup SuppekdGill Hall

7:30 p.m. PresentatiorChapel

How to Live a Holy Life and How to Die a Holyithestial
group discussiancluded

All men and women are invited: come join us for a very special
time of reconnection, conversation and learning. c€onta
Elizabeth Hedley for details (-81B9155).

News & Notes...

SPRING CLEANING & PAINTING On April 5and
12 the Church of the Holy Comforter will be conducting a
Spring Cleaning. The priméocus will be to prepare and
paint the narthex, mdievel bathrooms and McGill Hall.
This is a large effort and we need mmaxi participation. A
crew is needed for a wide variety of tasks:ufigimeets are
in the narthex. Contact Andrew Eastmamfore details at
7037980966 oandrew.eastman@cox.neét.

THE CLOISTER SHOP This Spring brings baptisms,
confirmations, gradiians and, of course, Mother's Day and
Father's Day. We have picture frames, letter openers, journals,
candles, mugs, jewelmy kchains, Bibles, baby items and gifts
for all occasions. Our greeting cards are still fifty cents! You'll
be glad you stopp@udto browse and chat. The shop is

located in McGill Hall and is open each Sunday morning after
the 8:00 a.m. service, and dfterChristian Formation Class

from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. Grab a cup of coffee and come visit
us.

Reception for Father Lo

— ECW will sponsor a godiye reception fqr
\_ /% Father Lou on April 6 between the services.
*-\7’;.?;,1 Food is needed dmlonations of breakfast
‘@' breads or cheese and fruit would be apprecjated.
Please call Jane Schmiedekamp or Barbara
Fitzsimmonsfiyou can assist with this. All food can be
brought to the McGill Hall kitchen Saturday afternoon (April
5) or Sunday morninggril 6) between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m.
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SAVE THE DATE: PARISH WOMEN 'S
RETREAT APRIL 2527, 2008

All women are invited to join
us for the annual Women's Retreat at
Shrine Mont! Dr. Judy Fentress
Williams, Assistant Professor of Old
Testament at Virginia Theological
Seminary, will lead usexploring the
stories of the (bad?) girls of the Bible.

We'll reflect on our own
stories as well. How do you tell your
own sbry? What parts of your own
story do you share with others, and what aspects do you
hold close? How does your family historynegbu? How
do we relate to Scripture so that the story of God becomes
ours as well? How does your story fit into the body of
Christ?

Join us for a fabulous weekend of fun, fellowship,
prayer, and learning for women of all ages at Shrine Mont.
Cost fa the weekend is $140 (double occupancy.) Contact
Jeanna Spielmann at: 703.757.2873.

MEN S RETREAT APRIL 18-20.

The annual HO\ & RPIRUWHU OHQ:-V 5HW
held at Shrine Mont April 28, will be led
by Jerry Leachman, Chaplain of the
Washington Rettins. This is a great
chance to unwind and get to know other
Holy Comforter men while reflecting on the
spirituality of our kay lives, not to mention
the great food and relaxation available only
at Shrine Mont! $140 provides room and board for the
whole weekend. Reserve your spot early by calling Randy
McGuire at (703) 740241. Bring a friend!

HEY, Moms!

We're starting mew daytime group
for mothers with young children. Join us on o
Tuesday, April 1, from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. .
the Library when wWediscuss "Creationism, | @ = ~
Evolution, and Intelligent Design: What's a «

Christian to BelieveBusan Fawcett \’31.:..

f‘\

LS

Farewell Gift To
Father Lou

We are gathering together offerings in gratitude for Father
/IRX-V ILYH \HDU PLQLWWU\ IOQWH+RSX U/
a longstanding tradition in bidding our clergy farewell.
Please send your donation to the church ofiigabe to
+RO\ &RPIRUWHU ZLWK ")U /RX-V 3XI
memo line. There will also be an opportunity for yoy to
drop a &rewell card and donation off on Sunday, April 6 at
J)DWKHU /RX-V UHFHSWLRQ ,I \RX KDY
contact Frankie &tlhut in the parish office at 7038
6521 or afstahlhut@holycomforter.caom
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Vestry MeetinQiarcn 13, 2008

Opening: Father Rick opened witha  a breakdownfdhe overriding themes Spring Cleaning days with a
UHDGLQJ IURP -RKQ:V *RiINaSWe dea@Gited Bdin\tHdJanswers concentration on painting the narthex
from the Book of Common Prayer. and comments presented by the over and McGill Hall. Andrew appealed for a
New Business: SteveColliatie and the 140 responses received. Theryest large Vestry psence at these events.

Executive Committee (Father Rick, discussed the findings and how they will \ /g4y person of the Monthz Jane
Rector, Ann Koch, Sr. Warden, and Bob P& communicated to the parish. After gy miegekamp reported that she
Picardi, Jr. Warden) briefed the Westr ~ aster, Father Rick will reportto the  g4ended one funeral and sent out five
on a meeting with a cross section of ~ CONdregeon, with a summary of the cards to newcomers.

parish membership to solicit feedback orfNdings identfied in the survey and Parish Administrators Report2

the Building Program and support for ~ WNat the next steps will be. Absent Frankie Stahlhut rz;written report
the CapithCampaign. Approximately Vestry Updates and Reports: was distributed. In prepa{ratimn f

thirty people attended, including senior Stewardship 2 Absent Kathy Powers, Easter the nonarpeted floors, upstairs
members, new members, parents of June Harper reported that through and down, were stripped and waxed and
younger and older childremd pre March 13 we have 375 pledges totaling o windO\’/vs were cleaned. The property
school parents, among others. It was a $1,036,391. A discissensued tax assssment was received with an
constructive and informative meeting, concerning an appeal to the overall increase of 0.53% from the 2007
with insightful dialogue. Steve and the  congregation for further consideration, cqassment. The 2009 Vestry Retreat
Executive Committee were encouraged so we can meet our 2008 budget. Father, o o sat for January- 18 at the Hotel
by the outcome of the meeting and now Rick willaddress the congregation on Strasburg. A current balance statement
have a list of suggestions and concerns this. .

be add d ¢ d for the parish and its various
to be addressed we move forward. ECW 2Jane Schmiedekamp reported  organizations was also included in the

The Vestry followed the briefing with & 4¢ the ECW is actively organizingthe DGPLQLVWUDWRU-V UHSRUW

discussion about next s.teps. !RPHQ -V 5H W DMIXW D RX Neasurers Reportz Peggy Miller

_ Ann_Koch, Senior Warden, recepton. reported total income for February was
distributech list of questions to be sent g, jj4ing and Grounds 2 Andrew $86,177, which is only $2@ind
to the treasurers of the various parish  gagiman reported that we are accepting budget. Pledges for the month were
organizations in preparation for their  piqq o1 4 new lawn service. &espto $69,212, which is $6,371 behind budget.
report to the Vasy. She asked thatany g pgjler and pump were completed.  Total income YTD is $175,055 and
further questions the Vestry would like ey |ighting was installed in the expenses YTDr@$202,109, for a net

ansv_verletzj, beh forwarded ':‘%her sho she  stairways: a big thank you to Dan Govanincome YTD of $(27,054).
can include them prior tering them 54 his'cmpany for their donation of The February meeting minutes

out to the treasurers. Beginning in April, .. ; ;
X ' this work. The B&G Committee is . : -
two treasurers a month will be asked to looking into erosion at the Labyrinth were approved with minor corrections.

brief the Vestry and to answeesfions sed n outlet i ina water The meehg was closed with
DERXW WKHLU RUJDQL]D%&#%@&%E@@%@@ S thiswil WKH /RUG-V 3UD\HU

Carl Riedy reported on the be addressed in the near future. The first - Bob Picardi, Junior Warden
results of the New Schedule Survey withtwo Saturdays in April are id@sted

Transformations

(Continued from pag#) at 10:30 a.m. Many have enjoyed the opportunity to gather with
the majority of ourcive worshippers at one service on Sunday

we will need to return to a thiservice format on Sunday with morning, and we will have the opportunity to enjoy that

more family oriented liturgpgforthe Christian formation o experience until the conctusiof the program year.

Such a liturgy will enable us to offer a blend of contemporary and ‘P HQFRXUDJHG E\ WKH JDLQV ZH K|

international folk songs with traditional hymns, wisieb been formatioﬁ. | ask for your good will and pragerae work on

an important part of our worship life in recent years. S0me jmroving our Sunday schedule over the next few months and

compromise will be asked of all. gently but persistently pursue a more intentionhhrtoft

In the meantime, we nihove to Rite Il at the 8:00 a.mworship, discipleship, and mission.

service for the Easter and Pentecost seasons. And with thﬁﬁtk'}e Sster hooe

penitential seasons, we wwitlude more familiar folk hymns an pe,

spirituals in our music selections. The Christian formation hour

will continue at 9:15m. and the Choral Eucharist will continue






