
    I  n early July we bid farewell to 
Franklin Goodspeed Babbitt, a 

member of Holy Comforter for over 30 
�\�H�D�U�V�����)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q�·�V���O�H�J�D�F�\���Z�L�O�O���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
his service to this country, particularly 
during the period in which he served as 
Naval Attaché in Moscow during the 
Nixon Administration.  Franklin was fluent 
in Russian and had many stories to tell of 
his days in Moscow.  I remember visiting 
with him in his home shortly before he 
married Suzanne and bringing him 
communion during a time when he was ill.  
I received a tour of the house and was able 
�W�R���V�H�H���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q�·�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
liturgical books and authentic Orthodox 
icons he had collected on his journeys 
through Russia.  Franklin retired from 
active duty in 1975. 
             For those of us who knew Franklin 
as a member of this parish, his most 
endearing and lasting gift to us will be his 
historical research on the town of Vienna 
and the first one hundred years of Holy 
�&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�������,�Q��������������
Holy Comforter celebrated its first century 
with a number of significant parish events.  
One of those was the production of a 
manuscript entitled A Cloud of Witnesses: 
�&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���)�L�U�V�W���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\����
1895-1995.   Written by Dr. Kenneth 
Maniha, it was largely based on the 
historical research that Franklin had done 
over the years.  On the first page, Dr. 
Maniha includes the following dedication: 

This work is dedicated to the Matriarchs 
and Patriarchs of Church of the Holy 
Comforter Vienna, without whom there 
would be no centennial celebration in this 
time and at this place; and to Franklin 

�%�D�E�E�L�W�W�����+�R�O�\���&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���I�L�U�V�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q����
without whom much of the important 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�D�U�L�V�K�·�V���S�D�V�W���Z�R�X�O�G��
have been lost.  Franklin was honored by 
the Vestry���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���´�8�Q�R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O��
�3�D�U�L�V�K���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�µ���E�\���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���0�D�\��������
1990.  He set in motion the archival and 
recording activit�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���O�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�U�L�V�K�·�V��
centennial observation, including this 
history.  Any merit found in this work 
owes much to the foundation of scrupulous 
detail Franklin established for his own 
historical research; the faults are solely 
mine. 

            Reflecting on the���´�J�H�Q�H�V�L�V�µ���V�W�R�U�\��
of Holy Comforter, and remembering the 
faithfulness of those who have preceded us 
is an inspiring way to see the continuing 
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���-�H�V�X�V�·���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���L�Q���R�X�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W��
time and place.  Franklin reminded us that 
the past matters.  What we believe and the 
way we hold those beliefs as we engage 
�*�R�G�·�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���R�X�U���P�R�V�W���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H��
witness to the world.  I think Franklin 
would agree that being an Anglican 
therefore means being a theologian�³ the 
�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���D�U�H�Q�·�W���D�O�O���J�L�Y�H�Q���L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�������(�D�F�K��
of us must wrestle with questions of 
Christian belief and behavior.  But thank 
God we have a living tradition, a story to 
remember, to �K�H�O�S���X�V���G�L�V�F�H�U�Q���*�R�G�·�V���F�D�O�O���W�R��
us in the present and surprising future.  We 
owe a debt of gratitude to Franklin and his 
friend, Ken Maniha, for preserving the 
�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���+�R�O�\���&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���I�L�U�V�W���R�Q�H��
hundred years for us all. 

Warmly in Christ,  
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PA G E 2  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Our sympathy is expressed to parishioners who have 
experienced a death in their family.  

Our prayers are offered for the repose of the soul of: 
Bruce Campbell, husband of Louisa Campbell, 
Franklin Babbitt, husband of Sue Babbitt, 
Jean Lowe, mother of Linda Becht, 
Jean Holley, mother of Ann Cassis.  

 
 

Fa l l Camp -  Shr ine  M ont 
Oc tober  22- 25 

             Fall Camp (for adults age 50 and over) is 
sponsored by the Tri-Diocesan Council on Aging of 

the three Episcopal Dioceses in Virginia. The keynote speakers 
this year are Bishop Carol J. Gallagher, Assistant Bishop of 
Newark and Bishop F. Neff Powell, Bishop of Southwestern 
Virginia.  Once again, folk theologian Ed Kilbourne will provide 
musical entertainment for the heart and soul.  Several workshops 
and outings are scheduled, tennis, golf, movies, and much, much 
more.  Please call Sue Davy (703-938-6521) for information on 
how to register.   

 
Women�·�V �� �6 �L�O �H�Q�W�� �5 �H �W�U�H�D �W 

J o u r n ey  t o  I n n e r  Q ui e t 

             Do you need some quiet time with God �² 
time to replenish your spirit �² time away from �O�L�I�H�·�V���E�X�V�\-ness?  
Holy Comforter has reservations for October 2-4 for a silent 
�U�H�W�U�H�D�W���D�W���6�W�����*�D�E�U�L�H�O�·�V���K�R�X�V�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G on the grounds of 
All Saints Episcopal Convent in Catonsville, Maryland.  Rooms 
are private, and participants will enjoy acres of sprawling lawns, 
fields and forests.  Spiritual conferences are presented by one of 
the nuns, and we are encouraged to participate in their monastic 
prayer.  There is plenty of time for relaxation, walking and 
reflection.  Please call Sue Davy (703-938-6521) for further 
information; space is limited. 

 

Dear Friends,  
               In July I had the pleasure of 
�R�I�I�L�F�L�D�W�L�Q�J���D�W���P�\���F�R�X�V�L�Q�·�V���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J���L�Q��
Charlottesville�³ my very first! It was a 
weekend full of parties and celebration, and 
at one point, late at night, one of my new 
cousins-in-law sat down next to me and 
struck up a conversation.  
               �´�,���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���P�\�V�H�O�I���D�V���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�I��
�I�D�L�W�K���µ���K�H���V�D�L�G�����´�E�X�W���R�X�U���O�L�W�W�O�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���K�D�V�Q�·�W��
been going to churc�K�����,�W�·�V���M�X�V�W���W�R�R���K�D�U�G��
with those two little boys to get up early, 
get them dressed, and have them behave. 
To be honest, I love our Sunday mornings 
together at home. But I want them to learn 
about God, and I want them to grow up as 
people who have faith. What can we do to 
�Z�R�U�N���R�Q���W�K�D�W�"�µ 
               My cousin-in-law is not alone; 
there are countless folks out there who 
grew up in church, drifted away in college, 
and now that they have young children, are 
feeling drawn back to a community of 
faith. Or, in his case, are wondering how to 
raise kids who will grow up to be spiritually 
mature adults.  

                
How would you respond to 
his question? Would you tell 
him to get those kids to 
church? Would you tell him 

to read them Bible stories? Send them to 
Christian camps in the summer? Pray a 
blessing over meals? Send them to youth 
group or Young Life?  
               Surely there are many ways to 
raise children of faith. I imagine that having 
your  family belong to a church community 
would be a key step on that path.   
               More important, though, is how 
YOU practice your faith at home. The way 
you incorporate your faith into decision-
making, the way you make time for prayer, 
the way your faith comes out in your daily 
life�³ these are the most important models 
of faith your kids will encounter. They are 
watching and being formed by the way you 
live, and your everyday actions and habits 
will always speak louder than what you say 
you believe on Sunday. In other words, if 
you want your children to learn about God, 
the first step is to pursue your own 
relationship with God. Children will grow 
up and make their own decisions along the 
way, and having an example of parents who 
tried to live faithfully will go farther in their 
memory than any Sunday School lessons 

they learned. 
               Because of this truth, Holy 
Comforter offers a series of events under 
the title of �3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�·���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\. 
Those events are diverse�³ panel 
discussions, lectures, fellowship�³ all 
designed to give parents the opportunity to 
grow in their connection to God through 
the ta�V�N���R�I���S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�L�V���$�X�J�X�V�W�����Z�H�·�O�O��
have a dinner and discussion on Amanda 
�0�L�O�O�D�\���+�X�J�K�H�V�·���E�R�R�N����Lost and Found: 
Adolescence, Parenting, and the Formation of 
Faith. The book is available for purchase in 
the Narthex, but all are welcome whether 
they have read the book or not, and 
whether they have teenage children, or 
younger ones, or older ones. Join us on 
Sunday, August 19 at 6:00 pm for a 
chance to discuss how our faith intersects 
with parenting our children. 
               �1�R�W���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���P�\�V�H�O�I�����L�W�·�V��
been a great blessing to me to have a 
window into how members of Holy 
Comforter tackle the various challenges of 
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�����$�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V�����,�·�P���K�Rnored to serve 
alongside all of you, who are the true 
ministers of this parish, the beloved people 
of God. 
 

Blessings, 
Susan+ 

Pastoral Care In terests 

�´ �6 �X �U �H �O �\ �� �W �K �H �U�H �� �D �U�H �� �P �D �Q �\ �� �Z�D �\ �V �� �W �R��
�U �D �L �V �H �� �F �K �L �O �G �U�H �Q �� �R �I �� �I �D �L �W �K �« �µ �� 

Please check our web site for a posting of parishioners, 
family and friends who are currently serving our 
country in the Middle East.  Please remember them and 
everyone affected by war and violence.   



PA G E 3  V O L U M E 4 0 ,  IS S U E 8 

Holy Comfo r te r  
Br idge  Mara thon S ign- Up 

Shr ine Mont 
Par ish  Retreat  
The theme for our parish retreat is 

�´�7�K�H���%�R�R�N���*�R�G���%�U�H�D�W�K�H�G�µ���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�R�Z��
to read the Bible in formative and meaningful ways both 
individually and in community.  Be sure to bring your 
�I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H���%�L�E�O�H�������,�W�·�V���W�L�Pe to make a reservation.  The retreat 
is scheduled for the first weekend after Labor Day, 
September 7-9, 2007.  Set in the beautiful Shenandoah 
Mountains, Shrine Mont is our diocesan camp and 
conference center.  We gather every fall to relax and enjoy 
the fellowship of our parish family, especially with those 
newcomers who have joined the parish since our past 
retreat.  The old-fashioned cottages are comfortably restored 
with front porches for rocking and reading.  A program is 
planned for all ages.  Childcare is available for infants during 
the morning and afternoon sessions.  Tennis and golf (for 
an extra fee) are available.   
               A $20 non-refundable deposit is required to hold a 
reservation for each member of the family, with the 
remaining balance due on or before August 26.  Please fill 
out the reservation form on the next page and drop off in 
the office.   
               Costs for the retreat are: Adults: $125; Youth, ages 
13-18: $85; Children, ages 3-12: $65; and babies ages birth-2: 
$25.   

 

               You and your partner can have eight 
evenings of fun and fellowship when you enroll in the 2007-08 
Bridge Marathon.  The kick-off game will be on Saturday, 
October 6, and conclude on Saturday May 3, with the 
traditional Bridge Finale Party and the 133rd running of the 
Kentucky Derby.   The cost is $30 per couple or team.  We 
encourage players of all levels to join and have a great time.  
Substitute players are welcomed.  Please call co-chair Pete 
Bellaria (703-207-1683) or Brian or Luanne Obert (703-560-
4149) to join or for further information. 

 
 
 

An impor tant  job you 
can do .. .  
               We need more Greeters to welcome 
people, especially at the later services. It is a job 
that is most natural to anybody, of any age, of 
any degree of conviction and knowledge. To be a good Greeter 
you simply need to want to help.  Whether people are 
parishioners, visitors or seekers, we simply wish to assure all feel 
welcome. If you would like to be included in the fall schedule, 
please contact the office or one of the Greeters. 

News & Notes. .. Ice Cream Social 
            Our Annual "End-of-the-
Summer" Ice Cream Social for all ages is 
scheduled for Sunday, September 2, at 

6:00 pm, in the circle in front of the church. Chairmen 
Roger Hoopengardner (703-255-6828) and Ben Gregg 
(703-938-3291) need your donations of homemade cookies 
and ice cream (but it's okay to bring store-bought!!) 
 

         Don't miss the fun of "real" ice cream and the 
fellowship of Holy Comforter friends. Please call Roger or 
Ben to help! (If it rains, the Ice Cream Social will be held in 
McGill Hall.) 

�3 �D �U�H�Q�W�V�· �� �/ �H�D �U�Q�L�Q�J ��
Communi ty  Event  
               Mark your calendars, and start 
reading! The next Parents' Learning 
Community event will be on Sunday, August 
19, from 6 to 8 pm. We'll share a soup and 
salad potluck dinner and a discussion of Lost and Found: 
Adolescence, Parenting and The Formation of Faith by 
Amanda Millay Hughes. The book is available for purchase in 
the Narthex. And please join us whether you've had time to read 
it or not! For more information, contact Mother Susan or 
Katherine Hutt in the church office. 
 

The Los t  and Found is 
Over f l owing!  
                We have books, a purse (no ID), a 
tote bag full of UTO stuff (no ID), blankets, 
toys, and much more in the Lost and Found 
box outside the Chapel. Please take a look and 
see if something belongs to you or your family. 
In August, everything will be donated to 
Pennywise. 

The Clo is te r  Shop is closed for 
the summer and will re-open on a regular 
Sunday schedule in September. Should you 
have special requests or need religious or gift 
items from the shop in August, please call 
Elizabeth Pearson at 703-281-5136. Have a restful summer. 



DATE RECEIVED  BY CHC:  ________________ 
REGISTRATION  NO:  ________________ 

 
CHURCH  OF THE  H OLY COMFORTER  

SHRINE  MONT  PARISH  RETREAT REGISTRATION  
September 7-9, 2007 

Total cost per person (includes meals, room and a wonderful time): 
Persons 19 and older .........$125 
Persons 13 �² 18 ......................$85 
Persons 3 �² 12 ........................$65 
Persons 2 and under .............$25 

 
The retreat begins on Friday evening (casual supper in the Rec. Hall) and ends with lunch 
on Sunday. Space is limited! A non-refundable fee of $20 per person is due with this 
registration form to hold your place for the weekend. The remaining balance must be paid 
in full by Sunday, August 26. Your registration is not complete without your deposit. 
 

REGISTRATION  INFORMATION  
 
Adults:  19 and up                                                      Cost                Deposit        Balance 
First AND Last Name 
 
1. ________________________                               _______          _______       _______ 

2. ________________________                              _______          _______       _______ 

3. ________________________                              _______          _______       _______ 

4. ________________________                              _______          _______       _______ 

 
Children:                                                Age              Cost                Deposit        Balance 
First AND Last Names 
 
1. ________________________         _______       _______          _______       _______ 

2. ________________________        _______       _______          _______       _______ 

3. ________________________        _______       _______          _______       _______ 

4. ________________________        _______       _______          _______       _______ 

              Totals                                                           _______          _______       _______ 

 
Address: _____________________________         First Time to Attend Retreat? 

               _____________________________             _____Yes    _____No 

Phone #: _____________________________ 

 
Special Needs: 
__________________________________________________________ 

PA G E 4  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 




