
     T he Bible consistently reveals 
that God has a hope and 

dream for the church to be a living 
community.  For example the early church is 
described as generous, caring, devoted to 
prayer and teaching, outwardly focused, and 
united in purpose (see Acts 2:42-47).  This is 
the ideal all healthy congregations aspire to.  
As wonderful as that ideal is, we live most of 
�W�K�H���W�L�P�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���´�U�H�D�O���µ�����:�H���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
that places ultimate value on appearance, 
affluence, and achievement.  These are not 
inappropriate values in themselves.  But when 
they become disconnected from the values of 
compassion, service, and generosity, they lead 
to a rhythm of consumption that quickly 
�V�K�L�I�W�V���W�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���´�Z�H�µ���W�R���D��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���´�P�H���µ�����:�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H���W�R�R���P�X�F�K�����Z�H��
work too hard, and we find ourselves shaped 
by the very culture we seek to transform.  I 
know this is true in my own life. 

 

               That is why I need a community to 
keep me on the path of Christian discipleship, 
of living out my baptismal promises in a way 
that is both nourishing and challenging.  My 
hunch about those of you who read The 
Comfortable Word is that you feel and have the 
same need.  That is why, with the support of 
the vestry and staff, I am calling our 
congregation to a greater commitment to our 
parish rhythm of life�³ a rhythm of worship, 
discipleship, and mission designed to facilitate 
lasting connections with others in the journey 
of faith.  Specifically, I am calling each one of 
us to devote an entire Sunday morning to the 
pursuit of a more intentional practice of 
spiritual formation.  The time to live into that 
challenge is now. 
 
 
 
 

               Here is what Sunday morning will 
look like, beginning on Sunday, November 
11, 2007: 

               This schedule gives ample time for 
Christian formation for all ages and brings 
�P�R�U�H���R�I���R�X�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���´�Z�R�U�N��
�R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���µ���W�K�H���O�L�W�X�U�J�\���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W���W�K�D�W���I�R�U�P�V��
us as the people of God.   
 

               �/�H�W�·�V face it: change is difficult, and 
most churches resist change for one reason: it 
is painful! �7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Q�R���´�T�X�L�F�N���I�L�[�H�V���µ���Z�K�H�Q���Lt 
comes to congregational health or spiritual 
growth.  We will try this schedule for a 
season, evaluate it, and see where the Holy 
Spirit leads us.   

 

               As your Rector, I ask you to open 
your heart and mind to this invitation of 
deeper community and intentional Christian 
formation.  Determine to make Sunday 
�P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���D���U�H�D�O���´�6�D�E�E�D�W�K���µ���D���W�L�P�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���D�Q�G��
your family dedicate solely to attending to the 
glory of God and your own growth in Christ.  
I promise you, we will work faithfully to make 
Sunday morning a weekly gathering you will 
not want to miss.  Join me in the journey of 
�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���´�P�H�µ���W�R���´�Z�H���µ��  

                                      With anticipation and hope, 
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PA G E 2  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Our sympathy is expressed to parishioners who have 
experienced a death in their family.  

Our prayers are offered for the repose of the souls of: 
Stephen Jones, brother of Philip Jones; 
Carter Gardner, father of Lisa Feibelman.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

               The opening devotions and 
meditation based on the book Grounded in 
God were led by Jay Creswell. 

 

New Business 
               Eleanor Braun presented 
recommendations from the Peace and Justice 
Committee for three recipients of our .07% 
Millennium Development Goal funds. The 
vestry approved all three with the funds 
being divided equally among �:�R�P�H�Q�·�V��
Learning Partnership for Rights, Development and 
Peace; Haiti Micah Fund; and Episcopalians for 
Global Reconciliation. Father Rick 
complimented Eleanor on the 
thoroughness of her presentation. 

 

               Father Rick reviewed his trip to 
London and attendance at the Compass Rose 
Society  for the annual meeting. He had the 
honor of being invited to deliver the 
homily at the Compline Service in the 
Chapel in Lambeth Palace. He is hoping to 
invite a member of the Compass Rose 
Board to come to CHC to speak. 

 

               Bob Picardi reported he had 
attended the very thorough walk-through 
with the architect and several energy 
consultants. There will be two Facilities 
Ambassador meetings where the architect, 
Michael Foster, will meet with some of the 
leaders of the church before the conceptual 
design phase begins. 
 

 
 
 

               There was discussion about the 
proposed Sunday schedule. Some concerns 
were expressed about the length of time for 
our youngest members and fellowship time. 
Father Rick said these concerns are being 
considered and that it is important to 
remember this will be a trial period.  
 

Vestry Reports and Updates 
               �3�D�U�L�V�K���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U�·�V���5�H�S�R�U�W����
Frankie Stahlhut reported the leaking 
HVAC in McGill Hall is being addressed.  

 

               Finance Committee: Jay Creswell 
announced the committee is in the process 
of putting together a budget for 2008. 
               Andrew Eastman presented 
attendance statistics for attendance for the 
last four years. Attendance is down 17% 
since 2004. The decline began in 2005 and 
has continued at about 4% each year. 

 

               Joe Paulini told the vestry the 
Communications Committee had done a 
walk-through of the church to assess 
overall signage throughout and immediately 
outside the building. The committee made 
several recommendations for placement of 
signs and bulletin boards denoting our 
many activities, a media kiosk and 
relocating the nametags and Welcome 
Center. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

               Andrew Eastman, Liaison to the 
Preschool, asked for vestry approval for the 
Third Amendment to the By-Laws of 
HCEP. The amendment made the 3-year 
terms of Board Members effective 
beginning June 1st of each year rather than 
May 1st. The amendment was approved. 

 

               Bud Roeder, Senior Warden, 
reported the Nominating Committee for 
Vestry Candidates will be preparing a list of 
candidates for Vestry Elections to be held 
at all services November 24-25 & 
December 1-2. 
 

               Steve Colliatie, Chairman of the 
Parish Festival, reported all of the food for 
the Festival would be donated this year by a 
new restaurant in Oakton, Bullfeathers. 

 

Consent Items 
               The minutes for the August and 
September meetings were approved as 
presented. 

 

               In the absence of the treasurer, 
Jay Creswell reported Pledge Income is 
over budget by $4,900 YTD and Net 
Income is over by $3,243 YTD. For the 
month of September, 2007, Total Income 
was $118,399 and Total Expenses were 
$96,635. Our parishioners are doing an 
excellent job with their stewardship. 

 

               The meeting was closed with 
prayer.  
               Ann Koch, Junior Warden 

Pastoral Care In terests 

Please check our web site for a posting of parishioners, 
family and friends who are currently serving our country 
in the Middle East.  Please remember them and everyone 
affected by war and violence.   

Vestry Meet ing: O c to b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 7 

Par ish  Meet ing & Brunch! 
SU N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  4   
              
               The Annual Parish Meeting & Brunch is scheduled 
for Sunday, November 4 in the Sanctuary immediately 
following the 9:00 am service. Get up-to-date with the latest 
goings on at Holy Comforter. Meet the candidates who are 
running for your Vestry. Right after the Parish meeting, 
round up your kids from Sunday school and join us in 
McGill hall for a Parish Brunch catered by Amphora - no 
charge. There will be no 11:00 am service, so stay and chat a 
while!  

November 1 at 7:00 pm  
 All Saints Day, 1st Thursday Eucharist with 

�+�H�D�O�L�Q�J���3�U�D�\�H�U�V�����6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V���&�K�D�S�H�O 

November 22 at 10:30 am  
Thanksgiving Day Eucharist,  

�6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V���&�K�D�S�H�O 



PA G E 3  V O L U M E 4 0 ,  IS S U E 1 1 

 
 
C A T H E D R A L  H A P P E N I N G S  

               The Washington 
National Cathedral is 
celebrating its Centennial 
with a gala on November 9 
and a Centennial Address on 
"The Spirituality of Reconciliation" on 
November 13.  For more information 
go to:  http://www.cathedral.orghttp://www.cathedral.org 
 
C O M E  A N D  SE E  
SA M A R I T A N  M I N I S T R Y !  
               Samaritan Ministry of Greater 
Washington (SMGW) invites you to 
attend a one-�K�R�X�U�����I�U�H�H���´�F�R�P�H-and-se�H�µ��
event, about the Next Step program and 
�6�0�*�:�·�V���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�����V�R�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G��
HIV/AIDS services. You 
will hear directly about 
how pro�J�U�D�P���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�·��
lives have been changed 
and have an opportunity to 
ask questions and to tour 
their office. The next event will be held 
on Tuesday, November 27, at the S.E. 
D.C. office. Please contact Diane Aten 
at daten@samaritanministry.org ordaten@samaritanministry.org or 
202-722-2280, ext. 304, for more 
information and to RSVP. 

 
 
 

 
 
M T .  CA R M E L  H O U S E  
SH E L T E R  
               Once again we plan to give 
Christmas bags filled with toiletry or 
cosmetic items to the ladies at Mt. 
Carmel House.  Your contribution of 
�X�Q�R�S�H�Q�H�G���´�V�D�P�S�O�H�µ���V�L�]�H���L�W�H�P�V���I�U�R�P��
hotels or gifts from cosmetic purchases 
will be much appreciated.  This year the 
gift bags will be decorated and 
assembled by Brownie 
Troop 6415 from Waples 
Mill Elementary School.  
Please bring your 
donations to Holy 
Comforter, marked to 
the attention of Linda Lee Malone, no 
later than Sunday, November 25.   If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Jeanna Spielmann  at 703-750-8734 (W) 
or 703-757-2873 (H). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
T H E  CL O I S T E R  SH O P  I S  
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  S E A S O N 
O F  AU T U M N  with Thanksgiving 
items, candles, mugs, sun catchers, 
crosses, key chains, 
books, cards and baby 
gifts. A special gift for 
that certain someone is 
just waiting for you in our 
shop so stop in to browse 
or buy.  
 

Look for a change in the service 
schedule this month and come visit us 
during the new coffee hour! 
 
T H E  L A M B  CE N T E R  is 
celebrating its 15th Anniversary with a 
banquet on Friday, November 2, 2007 
at the Church of the Apostles, 3500 
Pickett Road, Fairfax, VA 22031. The 
reception is at 6:30 pm and dinner is 
served at 7:00 pm. There is no charge 
for the dinner and an opportunity to 
make a faith pledge will be given. Dress 
is casual. Please call Celine Baker at 
703-591-1974. 

News & Notes. .. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer and Temperament: November  3 at  10 :00  am  
               Have you sometimes wondered about all the different ways there are to pray and worship, and why some appeal to you more 
than others? Come join us on Saturday November 3 at 10:00 am as Norma Williamson and Frances Sullinger present a program 
which will explore some of the different ways people approach God and 
how different personality types seem to prefer one way over another.   

  

               Personality differences will be described in terms of types 
identified through the Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI).  Enough 
information will be provided so that those who have never taken the MBTI 
will not be disadvantaged. However, if you wish to take the MBTI before 
the program, please contact:   
Norma Williamson (williamsonwork@aol.com) orsonwork@aol.com) or 
Frances Sullinger (fsullinger@verizon.net) as soon as possible.fsullinger@verizon.net) as soon as possible. 

        

               Refreshments begin at 9:30 am, so come early and visit with friends. As always, childcare is provided for this event. If 
possible, please RSVP with your childcare needs to Katherine Hutt in the Church office (703-938-6521 ext. 16 ) It helps us to know 
how many children to expect. However, if you find you have a last-minute need, please feel free to bring your children and we will 
gladly welcome them! 

                                       

               For more information, please contact Joni Langevoort at 703-757-7535. 

ECW 

SA V E  T H E  D A T E :  
On Saturday December 15, 
The Rev. Susan Fawcett will help us 
learn how to approach Advent from a 
new angle. Watch for more information 
�L�Q���Q�H�[�W���P�R�Q�W�K�·�V���L�V�V�X�H���R�I��The Comfortable 
Word. 




