
     O ctober brings an emphasis 
on stewardship as the way 

�Z�H���O�L�Y�H���R�X�W���R�X�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���´�Z�R�U�N����
�S�U�D�\�����D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H�µ���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���*�R�G�·�V��
mission here at Holy Comforter.  
Stewardship begins with the awareness 
that life, in all its wonder and complexity, 
is a sheer gift. That we are here, 
consciously aware, and invited to become 
and grow as long as we have breath�³ is 
�T�X�L�W�H���V�L�P�S�O�\���D���´�Z�L�Q�G�I�D�O�O���µ�����$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I��
grace leads to gratitude and gratitude 
takes concrete form in generosity.   

                                       

             Holy Comforter has built a 
community with an ethos of welcome and 
generosity in spiritual matters.  That 
welcome and generosity extends to the 
way we talk about and give money as 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���L�Q���*�R�G�·�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���R�X�U��
families, community, and world.  In order 
to pursue that mission, we all must give�³
our time, our talents, and that most 
tangible of things, our treasure.  

 

             �:�H�·�Y�H���O�Harned over the years to 
�E�H���´�X�S���I�U�R�Q�W�µ���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
responsibility of providing for Holy 
�&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��  As we 

each give our fair share, a prayerfully 
chosen percentage of our annual income, 
we enable the ministries of our staff, 
provide resources for adults and youth to 
grow in faith, reach out in generous 
compassion to local, national, and 
international ministries, and keep the 
lights on in our 53 year old building (not 
to mention the newer additions).  The 
average pledge in the Episcopal Church is 
�D�E�R�X�W�������������R�I���R�Q�H�·�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���L�Q�F�R�P�H������
Many in our congregation exceed that 
average, giving upwards of 10%, what is 
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���D���´�W�L�W�K�H���µ�����6�X�F�K��
generosity empowers our life together. A 
percentage pledge is a spiritual practice 
that can help each of us relate to our 
material wealth with both reverence and 
detachment. 
 

             Your generous and sacrificial 
giving will enable us to maintain a strong 
rhythm of worship, discipleship, and 
mission at Holy Comforter in the coming 
year.  Our Stewardship Committee, under 
the able leadership of Kathie Powers, will 
be communicating more about our annual 
stewardship goal this month.  I invite you 
to join me in a re-examination of your 
giving and to discover by intentional 
commitment that we can, for the sake of 
our shared ministry and mission, give 
even more generously.  

Warmly in Christ, 
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Par ish 
Fest ival. . . 
Now scheduled 
fo r  Oc tober  14  
The date for the annual 

Parish Festival  has been changed to October 
14 ---after the 10:00 service (please note the 
service schedule change for that day). 



PA G E 2  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Our sympathy is expressed to parishioners who have 
experienced a death in their family.  

Our prayers are offered for the repose of the soul of: 
Alynne Pilch, wife of Joe Pilch and mother of Joe and Jennifer 
Pilch; 
Rosemarie Reft, mother of Joe Reft;  
William Dudde, father of Norma Williamson. 

 

 
 

F A L L  CA M P  -  SH R I N E  M O N T  
O C T O B E R  2 2- 2 5 

             Fall Camp (for adults age 50 and over) is 
sponsored by the Tri-Diocesan Council on Aging of the three 
Episcopal Dioceses in Virginia. The keynote speakers this year are 
Bishop Carol J. Gallagher, Assistant Bishop of Newark and 
Bishop F. Neff Powell, Bishop of Southwestern Virginia.  Once 
again, folk theologian Ed Kilbourne will provide musical 
entertainment for the heart and soul.  Several workshops and 
outings are scheduled, as well as tennis, golf, movies, and much, 
much more.  Please call Sue Davy (703-938-6521) for information 
on how to register.   

 

T H A N K  Y O U ,  T H A N K  Y O U  A N D  T H A N K  Y O U  
A L L  A G A I N !   Once again the worshiping family of Holy 
Comforter rose to the occasion when we said farewell to our dear 
friend, Alynne Pilch.  The donations of food and drink filled the 
tables, and volunteers to help with both the funeral and reception 
were in abundance.  Mimi Bodamer, our ECW funeral reception 
coordinator, made everything look so lovely.  Mimi wants to be 
sure that all those who pitched in are warmly thanked and that 
they know they are much appreciated by her.   
 
SE N I O R  SA I N T S  F A L L  F E S T  I N  WE S T E R N  
L O U D O U N  CO U N T Y  -  October 18, 10:30 - 4:30 - Lunch 
at Magnolia's at the Mill; Great Country Farms and maybe a visit 
to a local winery (time permitting). Call Sue Davy for more 
information.  Trip limited to 30.   

               Jane Schmiedekamp opened the 
Vestry Meeting with prayer and a 
meditation on the book Grounded in God. 
 

               New Business:   Kate Kane 
presented a proposal to have an Advent 
Fair to support the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG).  Items made 
by the poor would be sold and the funds 
returned to the makers to help them 
support themselves for health care, water, 
food, etc.  A motion was made, seconded 
and unanimously passed to have it on 
December 2.  In addition, the Peace and 
Justice Committee will present to the 
Vestry at a future meeting the proposed list 
�R�I���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���+�R�O�\���&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V��
contribution of .07% of the budget.  

 

               Bud Roeder and Bob Picardi, as 
members of the Building Committee, 
announced that the Agreement with 
Michael T. Foster, Architect, was signed.  
The Letter provides three steps: (a) 
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�������E�����U�H�Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���0�D�V�W�H�U�·�V��
Plan to see how it can accommodate the 
present vision and meeting with  
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�U���´�D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�V�µ���R�I��
ministries in the church to discuss changes 
and develop options to address goals and 
(c) provide conceptual drawings based on  

the options 
selected.  
Dates are to 

�E�H���V�H�W���V�R�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���´�D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�V�µ���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���������� 

 

               Father Rick announced that the 
Executive Committee will be meeting soon 
to prepare a proposed list of members for 
the facilities Campaign Steering Committee 
and asked for Vestry suggestions. 

 

               Jay Creswell announced that the 
audit of all ministries for 2006 is almost 
complete and announced the process for 
the budget review for 2008.  The Vestry 
agreed that separate items should be in the 
next budget for mission and for 
evangelism. 

 

               Vestry Person of the Month:  
               Eleanor Braun reported there 
were several funerals during August and 
that several notes were sent. 

 

               Parish Administrator; Frankie 
Stahlhut, reported that the HVAC controls 
are in and she has hired a new cleaning 
company.   

 

               Kathie Powers reported that she 
is having difficulty compiling the results of 
the Time and Talent Survey because of 
some software problems.  She reported on 
the Stewardship Campaign for this Fall and 
circulated a draft of a brochure. 

                

               Joe Paulini reported on the 
meeting of the Communications 
Committee. 

 

               Jane Schmiedekamp reported that 
Pennywise revenue is down and that 
Pennywise needs more volunteers. 

 

               Steve Colliate reported on plans 
for the Parish Fair. 

 

               Bud Roeder reported that the 
Nominating Committee has formed and is 
seeking Vestry nominations. 

 

               Father Rick reported that the 
Clergy Discipleship Groups will begin 
meeting later this month and that the 
proposal for a change in the service 
schedule was well received at Shrine Mont 
and some good suggestions were made by 
the attendees. 

 

Tre�D�V�X�U�H�U�·�V���5�H�S�R�U�W��  Peggy Miller reported 
Pledge Income has been very good during 
August.  Our parishioners have faithfully 
kept up their pledges even though they may 
have been on vacation; this really helps our 
cash flow.  Our total expenses YTD are 
running almost $10,800 under budget but 
Total Income is almost $23,000 under 
budget.  

 

               The meeting was closed with 
prayer. 
 

Bud Roeder, Senior Warden 

Pastoral Care In terests 
Please check our web site for a posting of parishioners, 
family and friends who are currently serving our 
country in the Middle East.  Please remember them and 
everyone affected by war and violence.   

Vestry Meet ing: S e p t e m b er  1 3 ,  2 0 0 7 



PA G E 3  V O L U M E 4 0 ,  IS S U E 1 0 

 
B R I D G E  
M A R A T H O N  
SI G N - U P          Have 
eight evenings of fun and 
fellowship when you 

enroll in the 2007-08 Bridge Marathon!  
The kick-off game is on Saturday, 
October 6; the cost is $30 per couple 
or team. All levels of players are 
encouraged and substitute players are 
welcome.  Call co-chair Pete Bellaria 
(703-207-1683) or Brian or Luanne 
Obert (703-560-4149) for information. 
 
 

C H E C K S  A R E  S O L A S T  
C E N T U R Y  that the Stewardship 
Committee (by special 
arrangement with 
SunTrust Bank) will be 
giving you a chance to 
fulfill your pledge the 21st 
Century way �² by direct debit from 
�\�R�X�U���F�K�H�F�N�L�Q�J���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�������7�K�H�U�H�·�V���Q�R��
charge to the church or to you; 
SunTrust will take care of the whole 
program, for free.  Look for details 
soon.  
 
T H E  PA R I S H  F E S T I V A L  is 
October 14...after the 10:00 am service 

(please note the date 
change).  Watch for sign 
up sheets in the Narthex. 
To help with  this Parish 
community event contact 
Steve Colliatie to 
volunteer (703-281-2521). 

 
 
 
 

B O O K  YO U R  M E E T I N G S  
               Ministry Leaders, are you sure 
that your meetings are scheduled?  You 
can check by going to Member Login on 
the church web site, where you will be 
able to find the calendar for the 
program year.  If  you need a meeting 
room, please email Liz Bleich 
(lbleich@holycomforter.com) or lbleich@holycomforter.com) or 
Frankie Stahlhut 
(fstahlhut@holycomforter.fstahlhut@holycomforter.
com).  
 
 
 
 

C A T H E D R A L  
H A P P E N I N G S  

               The 
Washington National Cathedral is 
celebrating its Centennial with a gala on 
November 9, and a Centennial Address 
on "The Spirituality of Reconciliation" 

on November 13. "Virginia 
Day" will be celebrated on 
October 21.  Virginians of 
all denominations and 
faiths are invited to gather 

in worship, prayer and fellowship to 
celebrate the Commonwealth's service 
to the nation. Meet other Virginians, 
including invited Members of Congress, 
religious leaders and others from across 
the state. For more information on 
these and other events, go to:  http://http://
www.cathedral.orgwww.cathedral.org 
 
C E L E B R A T E  FA L L  A T  T H E  
C L O I S T E R  SH O P   
         The shop, located in the back 
of McGill Hall, is open every Sunday 
for your convenience 
between the 9:00 am and 
11:00 am services. We 
have sale items, adult and 
children's books, Bibles, 
jewelry, picture frames, 
candles, baby gifts, key 
chains, sun catchers, all occasion cards.   
Stop in to browse and buy.  Elizabeth 
Pearson, (703-281-5136). 
 
M A K E  A  C AR D  F O R  A  
M I L I T A R Y  S E R V I C E  
M E M B E R  on Saturday, October 6, 
2007 from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm. This 

activity will be held in 
the church library on 
the lower level of the 
building. (Enter 
through the preschool 

doors in the lower parking lot.) Blank 
hand-made cards will be sent to service 
members so they can have something 
to send home to their loved ones for 
birthdays, anniversaries, or any special 
occasion. All are welcome.  If you 
would like to make additional cards to 
take home, a small donation for 
supplies is requested. Contact: Rose-
Ellen Eastman, 703-200-2340, or 
StampingWithRose-Ellen@cox.net.Ellen@cox.net. 
  
 
 

M T .  CA R M E L  H O U S E  
SH E L T E R  
               Once again we 
plan to give Christmas 
bags filled with toiletry or 
cosmetic items to the 
ladies at Mt. Carmel House.  Your 
contribution �R�I���X�Q�R�S�H�Q�H�G���´�V�D�P�S�O�H�µ��
size items from hotels or gifts from 
cosmetic purchases will be much 
appreciated.  This year the gift bags will 
be decorated and assembled by 
Brownie Troop 6415 from Waples Mill 
Elementary School.  Please bring your 
donations to Holy Comforter, marked 
to the attention of Linda Lee Malone, 
no later than Sunday, November 25th.   
If you have any questions, please 
contact Jeanna Spielmann  at 703-750-
8734 (W) or 703-757-2873 (H). 

 

C O M E  A N D  SE E  
SA M A R I T A N  M I N I S T R Y !  
               Samaritan Ministry of Greater 
Washington (SMGW) invites you to 
attend a one-�K�R�X�U�����I�U�H�H���´�F�R�P�H-and-�V�H�H�µ��

�H�Y�H�Q�W�����F�D�O�O�H�G���D���´�1�H�[�W��
�6�W�H�S���(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���µ���,�W�·�V��
an opportunity to learn 
more about the Next 
Step program and 

�6�0�*�:�·�V���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�����V�R�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G��
HIV/AIDS services. You will hear 
directly about how program 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�·���O�L�Y�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G��
and have an opportunity to ask 
questions and get tour of our office. 
The next three events will be held on 
Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at the 
Arlington, VA office (Welcome/
refreshments begin at 1:45 pm; 
Program: 2:00 pm -3:00 pm), Tuesday, 
October 23, 2007 at the NW D.C. 
office, and Tuesday November 27, at 
the S.E. D.C. office. Please contact 
Diane Aten at 
daten@samaritanministry.org or 202daten@samaritanministry.org or 202-
722-2280, ext. 304, for more 
information and to RSVP. 
 
 

P A R I S H  
M E E T I N G  &  
B R U N C H !  
               The Annual 
Parish Meeting & Brunch is scheduled 
for Sunday, November 5 in the 
Sanctuary immediately following the 
9:00 am service.  There will be no 11:00 
am service, so stay and chat a while!  

News & Notes. .. 



 
 

 

PA G E 4  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Pennywise News  �&�K �L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V �� �0 �L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�� �� 

E X C I T I N G  T H I N G S  A R E  H A P P E N I N G  A T  
P E N N Y W I S E !  
 

               We will be changing over to "Unit Pricing" on most 
donated clothing items. This means that all like pieces of 
clothing will be priced the same. We hope that this will speed 
up the processing of merchandise to be put on the floor for 
sale. 
               We also have a new jewelry display with beautiful 
silver, gold and pearl earrings, necklaces, bracelets and very 
nice watches. 
               Next, we will be getting our own web page with our 
own internet address. It will include information on 
merchandise that we have for sale, consignment rules, 
donations, etc. 
               Come by and take a look around. We have fall and 
winter clothing, Halloween costumes, and soon 
Thanksgiving and Christmas gifts. 
               Hope to see you soon at Pennywise, 
               Sally and Helen 
 

PS - Please feel free to contact us (Sally Uffelman, 703-938-
6184) or (Helen Mertz ,703-938-5461) to learn more about 
Pennywise.   

 

D O L L A R S  H A R D  A T  W O R K  T H R O U G H  T H E  
C A P I T A L  R E P L A C E M E N T  FU N D  
 
               You may not be aware of how a portion of your 
Stewardship dollars work to keep our church maintained.  
The Capital Replacement Fund (CRF) was begun back in the 
���������·�V���E�X�W���Z�D�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�Ke Capital Improvement Fund 
(used for the same purposes as now).  In 2002, the Vestry 
�´�I�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H�G�µ���L�W���D�Q�G���V�H�W���V�R�P�H���S�D�U�D�P�H�W�H�U�V���D�U�Rund what it 
could be used for and to ensure that parish operations are 
not disrupted by the depletion of operating funds to meet 
unforeseen substantial capital replacement or acquisition 
needs.  The funds are used to replace capital assets with an 
expected service life of more than three years and an 
acquisition or replacement cost exceeding $3,000. 

 

               At the start of each new budget year, the operating 
budget is adjusted to increase the sum transferred to the 
Capital Replacement Fund to replenish the fund balance 
within a period of time approved by the Vestry.  Several 
years ago, the Vestry created an inventory of capital assets 
showing their description, date of acquisition, acquisition 
cost, estimated service life, and projected replacement costs.   

 

               There is currently a balance of $180,227 in this 
fund.  It has been tapped in recent years to replace the 
software for our HVAC unit, upgrade the sound system and 
repair, reseal and re-stripe the parking lot. 

SU N D A Y  SC H O O L  N E W S    
 

               What a blessing to start the new program year with a 
full complement of marvelous Sunday School teachers and 
coordinators! God certainly provided for us with this incredible 
roster of talented, dedicated volunteers. When you see them, 
please thank them for their ministry!  

Young Saints: Meredith Hay, Linda Khan, Shannen Setlik 
Pre-K: Amy Davison, Rob Hanson, Linda Weinhardt 
Kindergarten: Kathy Brown, Sarah Helmicki, Shelley Jones 
1st Grade: Alice Brown, Patty Renzetti, Sue Russell 
2nd Grade: Susan McGuire, Billy Puschel, Lisa Roeder 
3rd Grade: Sara Bock, Linda Lee Malone, Linda Sexton 
4th-5th-6th Grade: Lisa Arthur, Christa Hyland, Bill Murray 
Rite 13 (7th & 8th Grade): Lynne Brents, Amy Brown, Jock 
McIntosh, Denis McMullen 
Senior High: Sam Kirton, Lori Obert 
Godly Play: Amy Curran, Susannah Frazier, Henry Griffis,
Barbara Johnson, Jane Picardi 
Coordinators: Andrea Artley, Claire Hassett, Sue van der Veer 

 

               Parents, please be sure that your children follow the 
dove cross during the recessional hymn at the end of the 9:00 
service. There is no reason for children to leave before the end 
of the service (you may see teachers ducking out a little early to 
set up their classrooms, but we would prefer that children stay 
in church until the end of the service). 

 

               Parents should plan to pick up their younger children 
from their classrooms at 10:50 am. Maps and teacher lists are 
posted throughout the narthex and McGill Hall. If you have 
any questions, please contact Katherine Hutt, Director of 
Children's Ministries, at 703-938-6521 ext. 16 or 
khutt@holycomforter.comkhutt@holycomforter.com 
 

C H I L D R E N ' S M I N I S T R I E S  V O L U N T E E R S   

 

               We need volunteer for several key positions. We need 
several Festival coordinators (All Saints, St. Nicholas, St. 
Valentines and Easter festivals), Kids Club co-coordinator (for 
4th-5th-6th graders), and more. These activities will not 
proceed without volunteers! For a spiritually fulfilling and fun 
ministry opportunity, please contact Katherine Hutt in the 
Church office. 

 

G O D  A N D  CO U N T R Y  

               God and Country is a religious medals program for 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and other youth (grades 1 through 12). 
There are four medals that students can earn throughout their 
school years, and the medal may be worn on the Scout uniform 
for formal occasions. An interest meeting will be held 
September 30 at 12:15 pm. in McGill Hall. Sample materials are 
available at the Children's Ministries' table, along with an 
interest sheet. For more information, contact Katherine Hutt 
in the Church office. 

 

W E A R  Y O U R  N A M E  T A G S!   

 

               Please help the priests, staff and teachers by wearing 
your name tags and making sure your children are wearing 
them as well. Thanks for your help as we strive to call each 
child by name and welcome them to Sunday School! 

Stewardsh ip 




