
�´�'�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�K�L�S���L�V���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���Z�H���O�L�Y�H�����Q�R�W���M�X�V�W��
the decisions we make, not just the courses 
we attend, but a state of being. Discipleship 
may be being a student in the strict Greek 
�V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�����E�X�W���L�W���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���P�H�D�Q��
turning up once a week for a course, or even 
a sermon. Discipleship is not an 
�L�Q�W�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�Q�W���V�W�D�W�H�����L�W�·�V���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�K�D�W��
continues." 
         �³  Archbishop Rowan Williams 
 

     T his quote from an address by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 

reminds us that our call as followers of Christ 
�L�V���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�����D���´�V�W�D�W�H���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���µ���D���´�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
�W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���µ�������7�K�L�V���L�V���D���K�H�O�S�I�X�O���W�U�X�W�K���W�R��
hold on to as we approach a new academic 
year, and with it, the anxiety of increased 
responsibilities at work and home.   

 

               Changes in jobs, the challenge of 
raising children, caring for aging members of 
our family, all these and more can make us 
feel overwhelmed and burdened as we try to 
manage the sheer volume of activities 
presented to us each day.  We struggle under 
the weight of a complex consumer oriented 
culture that tells us life is more about 
appearance, achievement, and affluence than 
about the richness of relationships.  At Holy 
Comforter, we offer a place of welcome, a 
community, where we can bridge the 
complexities of our daily lives with a practice 
of the Christian life that brings meaning and 
stability in the midst of all that is happening 
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���X�V�������7�K�H���Z�R�U�G���´�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�µ���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H��
heart of the matter. 

 

               �:�K�H�Q���Z�H���X�V�H���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���´�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�µ���Z�H��
mean all the things we do together and 
individually as a way of paying attention to 
God and to the world around us.  They 
include being part of this parish community 
and taking part in its life and mission.  They 
include worship, Christian formation, deeds 

of hospitality, service, and compassion, as well 
as being nourished by faithful friendships in 
small groups and larger gatherings.  They 
include personal forms of prayer and Bible 
study.   They include loving what God loves 
through the practice of compassion and 
justice in the world. 

 

               �´�3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�µ���F�D�Q���V�R�X�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J��
but we're not talking about adding another life 
on to the one we already have.  One is 
enough.  But it underscores the need for a 
rhythm of life�³ one that is realistic yet pulls 
us in the direction of growth.  A rhythm of 
life provides us with the encouragement we 
need to get on the path of intentional practice 
and the loving accountability we need to keep 
us there.  
  

               This fall, Mother Susan, Father Lou 
and I will be leading three new discipleship 
groups in homes of members of our parish.  
�:�H�·�O�O���P�H�H�W���I�R�U���I�L�Y�H���Z�H�H�N�V���W�K�L�V���I�D�O�O���D�Q�G���I�L�Y�H��
�Z�H�H�N�V���Q�H�[�W���V�S�U�L�Q�J�������2�X�U���K�R�S�H���L�V���W�R���´�P�R�G�H�O�µ��
what it means to establish a rhythm of life, to 
listen to the stories that emerge in response to 
dwelling with Scripture, and to have some 
relaxed time to deepen relationships within 
the parish.  In preparation for the new 
liturgical year which beings i�Q���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�����Z�H�·�O�O���E�H��
focusing on the Gospel of Matthew, an 
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���-�H�V�X�V�·���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��
stresses the challenges and joys of engaging 
�*�R�G�·�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�������/�R�R�N���I�R�U��
information about joining both new and 
existing discipleship groups in the very near 
future. 
 

               It is the beginning of another 
promising year in our life together.  May we 
find the balance and commitment to engage it 
with expectancy and gratitude. 
 

Blessings to you in Christ,    
 
 

Volume 40, Issue 9 

September 2007 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY C OMFORTER  

 

The Comfortable Word 

(p. 76, BCP, 1928)  

Transformat ions        

B y  T h e  R e v .  R i c h a r d  A .  L o r d 

The Rev. Richard A. Lord 
Rector 

 
The Rev. Louis J. Mattia 
Senior Associate Rector 

 
The Rev. Susan L. Daughtry 

Fawcett 
Associate Rector 

for Student Ministries 
 

Michael Painter 
Minister of Music 

 
Susan Davy 

Pastoral Care Director 
 

Frances Stahlhut 
Parish Administrator 

 

Katherine Hutt 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�� 

 
Christine Anderson 

Director of Communications 
 

Elizabeth Bleich 
Office Assistant 

 
Susan Gosline 

Director of Holy Comforter  
Episcopal Preschool 

Vestry Meeting Report 2 

Pastoral Care 2 

News & Notes 3 

Musical News 3 

Pennywise News 4 

Children & Students 4-5 

Peace & Justice 6 

Calendar 7 



PA G E 2  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Our sympathy is expressed to parishioners who have 
experienced a death in their family.  

Our prayers are offered for the repose of the soul of: 
Mary Margaret Cherok, wife of  Nick Cherok, and 
Carter Ide, husband of  Helen Ide, father of Susan Patton and 
grandfather to Sarah and Hannah Patton. 

 

 

Fa l l Camp -  Shr ine  M ont 
Oc tober  22- 25 

             Fall Camp (for adults age 50 and over) is 
sponsored by the Tri-Diocesan Council on Aging of the three 
Episcopal Dioceses in Virginia. The keynote speakers this year are 
Bishop Carol J. Gallagher, Assistant Bishop of Newark and 
Bishop F. Neff Powell, Bishop of Southwestern Virginia.  Once 
again, folk theologian Ed Kilbourne will provide musical 
entertainment for the heart and soul.  Several workshops and 
outings are scheduled, tennis, golf, movies, and much, much 
more.  Please call Sue Davy (703-938-6521) for information on 
how to register.   
 

 

Wom�H�Q�·�V �� �6 �L�O �H�Q�W�� �5 �H �W�U�H�D �W 
J o u r n ey  t o  I n n e r  Q ui e t 

            Do you need some quiet time with God �² time to 
replenish your spirit �² time away fro�P���O�L�I�H�·�V���E�X�V�\-ness?  Holy 
Comforter has reservations for October 2-4 for a silent retreat at 
�6�W�����*�D�E�U�L�H�O�·�V���K�R�X�V�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���O�R�F�D�Wed on the grounds of All Saints 
Episcopal Convent in Catonsville, Maryland.  Rooms are private, 
and participants will enjoy acres of sprawling lawns, fields and 
forests.  Spiritual conferences are presented by one of the nuns, 
and we are encouraged to participate in their monastic prayer.  
There is plenty of time for relaxation, walking and reflection.  
lease call Sue Davy (703-938-6521) for further information; space 
is limited. 

 

               Roy Baldwin opened the Vestry 
Meeting with prayer and a meditation on 
the book Grounded in God. 

 

New Business: Father Lord opened the 
business meeting with a discussion of one 
�R�I���W�K�H���9�H�V�W�U�\�·�V���J�R�D�O�V���I�R�U�������������²���´�&�O�D�U�L�I�\��
�+�R�O�\���&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D��
�G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�K�L�S���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���µ���2�X�U���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�V���´�$��
community and world transformed by the 
�O�R�Y�H���R�I���*�R�G���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�µ�����7�K�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�K�L�S��
process would be designed to help people 
move, as they wish, closer to God. Father 
Rick told the Vestry of several exciting and 
perhaps innovative pathways he would like 
to pursue in order to accomplish the work 
of moving people from membership to 
discipleship. He will be presenting these 
ideas in the September CW (see page 1) 
and at the Parish Retreat in September. 
 

               Bud Roeder and Bob Picardi, as 
members of the Building Committee 
presented a Letter of Agreement with 
Michael T. Foster, Architect, for approval 
by the Vestry. The Letter provides three 
steps: (a) research, (b) revisiting the original 
Master Plan to see how it can 
accommodate the present vision and 
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�����´�D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�V�µ���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V��
changes and develop some options to 
address goals and (c) providing conceptual 

drawings based on the options selected. 
Payments will be divided into three phases 
for a total of $48,000-$50,000. The motion 
to sign the Letter of Agreement was 
approved unanimously by the Vestry. 

 

               A stained glass window has been 
given by Joan Brown in memory of her 
husband, Victor. The window has been 
designed by Brenda Belfield, the designer 
of the large windows in the church, and 
will be placed in the middle section of the 
window behind the altar in the Chapel. The 
top window will remain clear to allow 
natural light and visibility of the trees.  
 

               The Vestry approved expenditure 
of funds for exterior painting; patching, 
sealing and striping of portions of the 
parking lot, and dead tree removal. 
 

Vestry Person of the Month: Steve Colliatie 
reported there were four funerals and a 
note was sent to a newcomer. 

 

Parish Administrator: Frankie Stahlhut 
reported she is moving forward with 
transferring our telecommunications to 
Cox Communications, the HVAC controls 
are in and she is getting bids from cleaning 
companies. The church is in need of a 
handyman. 

 

 

�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�·�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�� Peggy Miller reported 
Pledge Income has been coming in well 
during June and July.  Parishioners have 
faithfully kept up their pledges even though 
they may have been on vacation, which 
helps our cash flow. Our Total Expenses 
YTD are running almost $12,000 under 
budget.  Total Income is almost $30,000 
under budget;  Total Net Income is 
$18,000 under budget. 

 

Old Business: Roy Baldwin reported that 
SunTrust Bank will assist CHC in 
providing a direct debit to checking 
accounts in any financial institution for any 
parishioner wishing this service. There will 
be further information this fall. 

 

               There has been ongoing 
discussion about the detours VDOT has 
set up and the continuing inconvenience to 
Holy Comforter. Roy Baldwin agreed to 
draft a petition to the Town of Vienna 
requesting signage help for Holy Comforter 
during this time. 
 

Consent Items: The June minutes were 
approved and the draft policy for banner 
and signage use was approved. 
 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 
 

Ann Koch,  
Junior Warden 

Pastoral Care In terests 
Please check our web site for a posting of parishioners, 
family and friends who are currently serving our 
country in the Middle East.  Please remember them and 
everyone affected by war and violence.   

Vestry Meet ing: A u g u s t  9 ,  2 0 0 7 
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Br idge Mara thon 
S ign- Up     Have eight evenings of 
fun and fellowship when you enroll in the 
2007-08 Bridge Marathon!  The kick-off 
game is on Saturday, October 6; the cost 
is $30 per couple or team. All levels of 
players are encouraged and substitute 
players are welcome.  Call co-chair Pete 
Bellaria (703-207-1683) or Brian 
or Luanne Obert (703-560-4149) 
for information. 
 

Checks 
a re  so 
Las t 
Century that the 
Stewardship Committee (by 
special arrangement with 
SunTrust Bank) will be giving 
you a chance to fulfill your 
pledge the 21st Century way �² by 
direct debit from your checking 
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�������7�K�H�U�H�·�V���Q�R���F�K�D�U�J�H���W�R��
the church or to you; SunTrust 
will take care of the whole 
program, for free.  Look for 
details soon.  

 

Foyers . . .Get to know 
fellow parishioners!  Foyers 
participants are organized into 
groups of about eight adults who 
meet in a member's home once a 
month for a simple meal and 
fellowship.  Sign up for the Fall-
Winter round during coffee hour 
on September 16, 23, and 30 or call Shelia 
Creswell at 703-255-3258. YOU MUST 
SIGN UP TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
FALL ROUND. 
 

Foyers  Po t 
Luck Dinner  
on September 15th at 6:30 
pm in McGill Hall. This 

event is for those who have participated or 
who are thinking about participating in 
Foyers. Bring a dish to share and join in the 
fun. Save this date! Contact: Shelia Creswell 
703 255-3258 or Theresa Sutton 703 319-
4177. 

The Pa r ish Fes t iva l is 
October 7...after the 10:00 am 
service (please note the service 
schedule change for that day).  
Watch for sign up sheets in the 
narthex . If you want to help 

with  this Parish community event contact 
Steve Colliatie to volunteer (703-281-2521). 

Bui l d ing Commit tee 
At the August 9, 2007 Vestry meeting, the 
Vestry unanimously approved the 
engagement of MFTA Architecture, Inc. 
(Michael T. Foster, Architect) to begin 
work on Phase One of the building project. 
MTFA will assess existing facilities, the 
impact of new construction, and general 
code/zoning implications. From these 
actions MTFA will provide 
choices available to the church. 
Ultimately, the Master Plan will 
be updated and preliminary 
design drawings will be presented 
to the congregation for review. 

Young Adul t  Group:  
7 :00 pm, Thursday, 
September 20 
Join other local young adults at Tequila 
Grande Restaurant this month for some 
great Mexican food and a discussion of 
Harry Potter, Book 7. All are welcome: 

you're considered a 'young adult' 
�L�I���\�R�X�·�U�H���\�R�X�Q�J��enough to NOT 
disapprove of our margaritas! 
Talk to Rev. Susan Fawcett for 
more information, or visit http://http://
www.meshcommunity.bwww.meshcommunity.blogspot.
com/.  

 

The Clo is te r  Shop 
re-opens on Sunday, September 
2nd with a beginning of the year 
season sale! We have gift items, 
candles, crosses, books; and our 
all-occasion greeting cards are still 
just 50 cents each. Come on in 
and find that bargain gift.  
Elizabeth Pearson (703-281-
5136). 

 

Cathedral  
Happenings 

               The Washington 
National Cathedral is celebrating 
its Centennial with several special 
events, beginning with a kick-off 
"Cathedral Day" on Saturday, 
September 29. There will be 
music, food, Cathedral arts 
demonstrations, 

�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���P�R�U�H����
The Centennial celebration 
continues with a gala on 
November 9, and a Centennial 
Address on "The Spirituality of 
Reconciliation" on November 13. Due to 
the kick-off, "Virginia Day" will be 
celebrated later this year, on October 21.  
Virginians of all denominations and faiths 
are invited to gather in worship, prayer and 
fellowship to celebrate the 
Commonwealth's service to the nation. 
Meet other Virginians, including invited 
Members of Congress, religious leaders and 
others from across the state. For more 
information on these and other events, go 
to:  http://www.cathehttp://www.cathedral.org 

News & Notes. .. 

Dear Present and Prospective Choristers, 

 

                I hope that you have had a restful and relaxing 
summer and are ready to get back into some serious music 
making.    

                The summer has seen many changes to the 
appearance of the rehearsal space at Holy Comforter.  We 
have given the music room a major facelift, and are 
endeavoring to organizationally modernize the choral library. 
New shelving and protective box cases will preserve our 
priceless choral works.  A new database for the choral library 
will also be in place by the start of the fall season. 

 

                A very exciting and busy schedule is forecast for the 
different choirs this fall.  An evensong in late October with 
some wonderful choral and organ music...Advent Lessons and 
Carols in early December...and our 30 minute prelude/mini 
concert before our Christmas Eve liturgies featuring major 
choruses and a few arias from the Christmas portion of 
Handel's Messiah.   
                Our rehearsal schedule will start the first full week of 
September (after Labor Day).  We will begin singing for 
Sunday liturgies as of September 16. 
 

See you soon, 
Michael Painter 

Musical  News. .. 



Sunday  School  S ta r ts  Sept .  16! 

 

               Sunday School begins on September 16 and classes are 
from 10:10 - 10:50 a.m. We have classes for children from age 
three (starting kindergarten in 2009) through 12th grade. All 
students who attended even once or twice last year are 
automatically registered. Registration is ongoing for the 
following: 

�x   New parishioners 

�x   3-year-olds registering for the first time 

�x   Children who did not attend Sunday School in 2006-
  2007 

 

               Children in the 9:00 am service should follow the dove 
cross during the recessional hymn and meet their teachers in the 
narthex. Parents should plan to pick up their younger children 
from their classrooms at 10:50. Maps and teacher lists will be 
posted in various places throughout the narthex and McGill Hall 
in early September. 
 

               Sunday School registration forms are in the narthex on 
the Children and Student Ministries table. If you have any 
questions, please contact Katherine Hutt, Director of 
Children's Ministries, at 703-938-6521 ext. 16 or 
khutt@holycomfokhutt@holycomforter.com 

 

God and  Country is a non-denominational 
Protestant program for Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts, as well as 
youth not involved in Scouting. It  explores our relationship 
with God and our faith, and is open for children in grades 1 
through 12. Children who complete the program earn a 
religious medal, which may be worn on the Scout uniform. 

 

There are four program levels, and young people may earn 
the medal in each category: 

�x����������God and Me (grade 1-3) �² Become best friends with 
Jesus as you build your GAME (God and Me 
Exploring) box. 

�x����������God and Family (grades 4-5) �²���:�K�D�W�·�V���D���S�L�]�]�D���K�D�Y�H���W�R��
do with family? Come explore the role of God in a 
healthy family. 

�x����������God and Church (grades 6-8) �² Journey with Christ 
and learn more about the church as you create a video 
or photo album of your own spiritual journey. 

�x����������God and Life (grades 9-12) �² Following the life and 
ministry of the Apostle Paul, explore what God may be 
calling you to do in your life. 

 
 

               Each God and Country student must work with a 
parent or adult mentor who follows a parallel program of study, 
prayer and discussion. The program is flexible, but it does take a 
serious commitment of time. 

An information meeting will be held in September. Sample 
materials are available at the Children and Student Ministries 
table in the narthex. Group meetings will take place monthly 
(probably Sunday afternoons). If you have questions, please 
attend the information meeting or contact Katherine Hutt. 

PA G E 4  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Pennywise News  �&�K �L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V �� �0 �L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�� �� 

               �,�W�·�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�L�P�H���D�J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G�������Z�H�·�G���O�L�N�H���W�R��
thank all of our summer volunteers, especially the students.   
We appreciate your giving up your vacation time to help us 
out.  Please come back next year!   

 

               Special thanks also to Pat Harris for her leadership 
during the past season.   

 

               Sally Uffelman will be the Chairman this year.  She 
would love to answer any questions you may have about the 
operations and mission of Pennywise.   
 

                                      Did you know that any church member can 
volunteer! Even if you only have two hours a month to 
spare, you can provide a wonderful service to the church and 
community.   
 
               Would you like to be part of the Pennywise 
team?  Volunteer positions include: 

�x Desk workers (greet and check out customers), 
�x Porch patrollers (after hours, bring items inside 

that were left on the porch), 
�x Sorters (sort and price donated items), 
�x Consignment team members (work with clients 

who bring merchandise to be sold on 
consignment).  

                 
 

                                      Upcoming activities in September include:  
�x   September 7, 14, 21       Pricing winter        
                                             clothing 
�x   September 24                Changeover Day 
�x   September 10                 First Board            

                                                            Meeting of the       
                                                            New Year  

 

               Please contact Sally Uffelman at 703-938-6184 or 
Helen Mertz at 703-938-5461 to learn more about Pennywise 
or to volunteer .  We'd love to have you! 




