
A s we approach Holy Week (April 1 �²�����������,�·�P���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U��
of ritual to transform the way we see and live.  In his book, Symbol and Ceremony, A.H. 
Mathias Zahniser offers a simple definition of ritual: �´�5�L�W�X�D�O���P�H�D�Q�V���E�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���µ 
             Think about this for a moment. In worship, through the use of a liturgical rite or 
ritual, we are using our bodies, our minds, our emotions, our senses �³  our whole selves 
to bond to sacred meaning.  In baptism, in the Eucharist, in the liturgies of Holy Week, 
we bond to the meaning of the Gospel, to the loving reign of God made manifest in the 
life of Jesus.  Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter�³ each has a ritual 
and meaning that come just once a year.   
             As we walk with Jesus in the way of his suffering during Holy Week, there will 
be two realities constantly before us: the reality of our human condition and the reality of 
Divine love. As the mystic Bernard of Clairvaux declared, �´�:�H���P�X�V�W���V�H�H���R�X�U���P�L�V�H�U�\�����E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H��
may see our glory���µ  Having seen our misery we will be in a better position to see our glory, 
for in the end, the passion of Jesus is not about how much he suffered, but about how 
much he loved.  Holy Week invites us to bond to the full meaning and mystery of that 
wondrous love.  Come and see. 
             This month, our dear friend and colleague, Bill Peterson will resign the position 
of Parish Administrator (April 15.)  Bill took this position as an intentional interim and 
has provided us with continuity and time to consider a more permanent resolution.  We 
wish Bill the very best as he steps into his well deserved season of retirement.  
             I have decided to promote Ms. Frankie Stahlhut to the position of Parish 
Administrator and am delighted that she has accepted that promotion.  Frankie has been 
the Administrative Assistant to the Rector since October of 2000 and will continue to 
provide invaluable support to us in this �Q�H�Z���D�V�V�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W�������)�U�D�Q�N�L�H�·�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
Assistant to the Rector will remain open for the time being, allowing savings to our 
operating budget and ensuring a balanced budget for the year end.  I intend to fill this 
position for 2008 as an essential support for the clergy staff. 
             Information will be mailed soon about a parish-wide confirmation class for 
adults to be conducted on Sundays, April 29, May 13, and May 20 between the 9 & 11 
am services.  These classes will also be repeated on successive Wednesday evenings to 
allow for maximum participation.  Participants will be invited to renew their baptismal 
vows at the Feast of Pentecost, May 27, with our new Bishop Coadjutor elect, The Very 
Rev. Shannon S. Johnston.  Pentecost Sunday promises to be a glorious celebration of 
our shared faith and life as a parish in the Diocese of Virginia. 
             This brings my prayers for a deeply transforming Holy Week. 
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N ew  20 's / 30 's  G ro u p F o r mi n g 
               Interested in getting together with other 20-30 somethings? MESH is a group of local youngish folks who have gotten 
together in the past for book discussions. On April 19, at 7:30 pm, MESH is gathering for a purely social event���D�W���6�X�V�D�Q���)�D�Z�F�H�W�W�·�V��
�K�R�X�V�H���L�Q���6�W�H�U�O�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���\�R�X�·�U�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�����%�U�L�Q�J���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����I�R�R�G�����R�U���G�U�L�Q�N���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���L�I���\�R�X���I�H�H�O���V�R���L�Q�F�O�L�Q�H�G�����$�Q�G��let us know if you have serious 
dog allergies. You can find out more about MESH at our blog, www.meshcommunity.blogspot.com.  RSwww.meshcommunity.blogspot.com.  RSVP to Susan at 
�V�I�D�Z�F�H�W�W�#�K�R�O�\�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U���F�R�P�����D�Q�G���V�K�H�·�O�O���V�H�Q�G���\�R�X���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���V�I�D�Z�F�H�W�W�#�K�R�O�\�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U���F�R�P�����D�Q�G���V�K�H�·�O�O���V�H�Q�G���\�R�X���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

Holy Week/Easter Schedule  
Reminder: Plan to arrive early for our Sunday liturgies.   

Parking on the lawn by Rodman House is also available. 

 
VIGIL of  PASSION/PALM SUNDAY  

5:00 PM, Saturday, March 31 

PALM SUNDAY EUCHARISTS 
Sunday, April 1 

*7:30 AM No Incense, 9:00 AM Incense, 
 *11:15 AM Incense,  

(childcare provided at 9:00 and 11:15) 
HOLY MONDAY  Eucharist, 12:10 PM, April 2 
HOLY TU ESDAY Eucharist, 12:10 PM, April 3 

 
TENEBRAE  

 7:30 pm, Tuesday, April 3   
 

HOLY WEDNESDAY Eucharist, 12:10 PM, April 4 
 

MAUNDY T HURSDAY, April 5 

Agape Meal in McGill Hall at 6:30 PM 
�7�K�H���´�0�D�Q�G�D�W�X�P�µ���D�Q�G���+�R�O�\���(�X�F�K�D�U�L�V�W���D�W�������������3�0��Incense, 

 childcare provided 
8:30 PM Garden of Gethsemane Vigil - �6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V���&�K�D�S�H�O 

GOOD FRIDAY, April 6 
12:10 PM The Way of the Cross - with spoken and musical 

devotions 
7:30 PM The Liturgy of Good Friday 

childcare provided at both services 

HOLY SATURDAY, April 7 
9:30 AM Holy Saturday Liturgy - Chapel 

 
EASTER DAY,  

THE SUNDAY OF THE 
RESURRECTION, April 8  

*7:30 AM Holy Eucharist - No Incense 
9:00 AM Festival Choral Eucharist �² Easter Bells/Incense; 

childcare provided 
(No Sunday School) 

*11:15 AM Festival Choral Eucharist �² Easter Bells/Incense; 
childcare provided 

*indicates change from regular service schedule 
(Easter Monday, April 9, the Church Office will be closed.) 
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Tenebrae:  
Tuesday, Apr i l  3 , 7 :30  pm  

 

               Tenebrae���L�V���W�K�H���/�D�W�L�Q���Z�R�U�G���I�R�U���¶�G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V�·���R�U���¶�V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���·��
�,�W�·�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���D�Q���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W Holy Week service, handed 
down over centuries, that uses psalms and readings from the Old 
and New Testaments to create an experience of the passion of 
Jesus. This year, we will offer an adapted Tenebrae service on the 
Tuesday of Holy Week. Please join us for this meditative and 
evocative event in the Chapel at 7:30 on Tuesday, April 3. If 
�\�R�X�·�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���V�H�Uvice, please contact 
Susan Fawcett at sfawcett@holycomforter.com.sfawcett@holycomforter.com. 

You are invited to the  

25th Anniversary Celebration 

�R�I���)�D�W�K�H�U���5�L�F�N�·�V 

Ordination to the Priesthood 

Saturday, May 5, 2007 
5:00 pm Eucharist 

 

Evening Gala 
Canvas Under the Stars 
(Black Tie Optional; Adults Only) 

6:30 pm -���+�R�U�V���G�·�R�H�X�Y�U�H�V 
7:00 pm - Dinner 

Music and Dancing 
Gala Tickets available after Easter 

 

Sunday, May 6, 2007 

Coffee Hour Celebration 
Between 9:00 am &  11:00 am Services 

(No Sunday School) 



Te n d i ng  t he  S p i r i t u a l  He a r t  
t h ro u g h  t he  A r ts     

 

2 0 0 7  E C W  S p r i n g  R e t r e a t 
A p r i l  2 7- 2 9 ,  2 0 0 7 

S h r i n e  M o n t 
L i z  W a r d ,  R e t r e a t  D i r e c t or  

 

               Sometimes our spiritual hearts yearn to experience 
the holiness of the present moment or remember again that 
we are all God's beloved.  Sometimes we need to experience 
God's compassionate Spirit through fresh voices and visions 
of faith, hope, and love.  At these times, the gift of loving 
attention, so common to poets and painters, can be healing 
and life-giving.  During this retreat we will listen for the 
nudges and invitations of the Spirit through the words and 
images of poets and painters. We will open our hearts, minds, 
and imaginations to their inspirations, and wait in hope for 
signs of God's abiding life and love. 

 

               Send your $25.00 deposit to secure a reservation for 
a double occupancy room (single rooms are available at an 
additional cost) to Sue Davy, or call for further information, 
(703) 938-6521. Retreat cost is $130. 
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News & Notes 

C o n t e m p la t i v e  P r ay e r  G ro u p 
               The Contemplative Prayer group, part of our 
Peace & Justice Ministry, meets monthly in the Chapel. All 
are welcome.  For questions, please  contact Judith Bowers, 
convener, at 703-204-0746 or Athena1480@aol.comAthena1480@aol.com  

�$ �Q �Q �X �D �O �� �0 �H �Q �·�V �� �5 �H �W�U�H �D �W 
       The 14th���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���:�H�H�N�H�Q�G���5�H�W�U�H�D�W���R�I���W�K�H���0�H�Q�·�V��
Fellowship Group will be held April 20-22, 2007, at the 
Shrine Mont Conference Center in Orkney Springs, 
Virginia.  Take a break from the pace of Northern Virginia 
and enjoy a relaxing weekend with friends from the church. 
Invitations and registration forms were mailed out recently. 
If you did not receive an invitation, or if you would like to 
learn more about the upcoming weekend, please contact 
Roger Hoopengardner at 703-255-6828. 

E as t e r  B r u n c h   
       Palm Sunday (April 1) is the last day to sign up for 
the Easter Brunch, which includes our traditional Easter Egg 
Roll! The catered brunch begins after the 11:00 service and 
costs $18 per adult and $11 per child (maximum $75 per 
family.) Sign up in the Narthex or contact Katherine Hutt 

H o ly  C o m f or te r  O pe n  H o us e 
Wednesday, April 11 

7:00-9:00 pm 

 

               Holy Comforter will participate in Open Houses of 
Faith, an "exciting and educational forum for enhancing 
public awareness about different faiths and religions in the 
Washington metropolitan area." Holy Comforter's Open 
House will include a brief history of the Anglican 
Communion and the Episcopal Church, demonstrations of 
our various ministries, and a reception. If you know of a 
seeker or someone who is unchurched, please invite them to 
attend! We also need volunteers, and Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts are especially encouraged to sign up to help. Anyone 
interested in learning more about other faiths should visit 
www.openhousesoffaith.org (there is also a patch program www.openhousesoffaith.org (there is also a patch program 
for youth). For more information, to arrange for your 
ministry to be included, or to sign up to help, please contact 
Katherine Hutt in the Church office at 703-938-6521 ext. 16 
or khutt@holycomforter.comkhutt@holycomforter.com 

Wa n t e d:  F r i e n d l y  Fa c es                         

                                      Holy Comforter needs Greeters for the 9 and  11 am 
services. Please help us welcome our parish family and help 
newcomers find their way.  Contact a Greeter or leave a 
message at the Church Office (703) 938-6521. 

ECW 

S a v e  T h e  D a t e :  
S u n d a y ,  M a y  2 0 t h 
E C W  S p r i n g  T e a 

Did  You Know. . .  
               The ECW contributes over $11,000 to 21 different 
local missions. One of these is the Daughters of Zelophehad. 
The Daughters of Zelophehad (DOZ) is a transitional housing 
program for homeless women and their children based in the 
Richmond, Virginia area. They offer a non-denominational, 
Christian housing program for the transformation, restoration, 
reconciliation and healing of women and children in crisis 
rooted in Numbers 27:1-11. For more information visit  
www.zelophehad.org . www.zelophehad.org .  

P rev e n t i o n  Wor ks h o ps 
Holy Comforter will host two workshops sponsored by the 
Diocese of Virginia on Saturday, May 19: The Prevention of 
Child Abuse, 9:00 am-1:00 pm and The Prevention of Adult 

Sexual Misconduct in Church, 1:30-5:30 pm.  

 

The Prevention of Child Abuse is required for all clergy, staff 
and volunteers who regularly supervise children and youth 

outside of Sunday morning. It is recommended for all who 
work with children. It is our goal at Holy Comforter to have 
all Children and Student Ministries volunteers trained in this 

important area of prevention. 

 

To register for one or both workshops, go to 
 www.thediocese.net/depwww.thediocese.net/deployment/workshops.shtml or call 
1-800-THEDIOCESE and ask for Mary Anne Bryant. The 
workshops are free, and lunch will be offered to those who 

are participating in both workshops. 



HCEP Silent Auction 
Saturday, April 14  

 7  -  1 1  pm  
W e s t w o o d  C o u n t r y  C l u b  i n  V i e n n a   

�´�$���1�L�J�K�W���D�W���W�K�H���/�R�X�Y�U�H�µ 

               Bonjour!  Mark your calendars for the 2007 annual 
Silent Auction to benefit the Holy Comforter Episcopal 
Preschool. Items to be auctioned include sports/
�H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�L�F�N�H�W�V�����K�R�X�V�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q���L�W�H�P�V�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V��
items, salon/beauty packages, restaurant gift certificates 
(and much more.)  Magnifique!   �:�H�·�O�O���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H���J�U�H�D�W���I�R�R�G����
a thrilling live auction, a mini-golf tournament, and four 
exciting raffles:   
 

First Pick ($50/ticket):   Winner gets his/her choice of 
any non-raffle item in the room!  Must attend the event to 
play this raffle.   

Beach House ($10/ticket):  This Topsail Beach, North 
Carolina beach house is steps from the ocean and includes 
a private swimming pool, hot tub, elevator, gourmet 
kitchen, and every other amenity you need for a relaxing 
dream vacation.  Ooh la la!  Available August 26 - 
September 2.  For  info/pictures, check out www.www.
�Z�D�U�G�U�H�D�O�W�\���F�R�P�����K�R�X�V�H���Q�D�P�H���´�$�U�W�K�X�U�·�V���+�L�G�G�H�Q���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���µ 
Wine Basket ($5/ticket or 3 for $12):  An engaging 
selection of domestic and imported wines.   

Pen-in-Ink Drawing ($7/ticket):  Local Vienna artist 
Teresa Ahmed is donating a 16 x 20-inch framed and 
matted drawing of your house or any other picture or 
building. 
 

               Tickets to the auction are $30 per person.  If you 
�F�D�Q�·�W���P�D�N�H���L�W���W�R���W�K�H���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���J�H�W���L�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���I�X�Q��
by purchasing a raffle ticket in advance -- no need to be at 
�W�K�H���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Z�L�Q�����H�[�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���´�)�L�U�V�W���3�L�F�N�µ���������,�I���\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G��
like to purchase tickets, please contact Susan McGuire at 
osusnna@cox.net, or look for the silent auction display in osusnna@cox.net, or look for the silent auction display in 
the Narthex.  If you would like to donate an item or service 
to the auction, please contact Rose-Ellen Eastman at 
theeastmanfamily@cox.net.  theeastmanfamily@cox.net.   
 

               Merci for all of your support for the preschool!  
Au revoir, and see you à la Museé! 
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Pastoral Care In terests 

Our prayers are offered for the repose of the soul of: 
Tom Stanis, parishioner and husband of  Rose Stanis, 
Eleanor Dugal, mother of Nora Callahan,  
Raymond Ringler, father of Andrea Blakemore, 
Melrae Svoboda, mother of Janene Brandenburg, 
Mary Latane Tadlock, mother of Sheryl Watson.  

Our sympathy is expressed to parishioners who have 
experienced a death in their family.  

The Labyr in th :  Pa r t 
I I I  
 
The landscaping will begin soon and the 
dedication service will follow.  Please 

watch for the date and time in the bulletin insert. 

 

I recently visited the National Cathedral and during 
my trip to the gift shop was delighted to find that information 
on labyrinths dominated a very large display.  This exhibit 
confirmed what I had been hearing about the increasing 
popularity of the labyrinth.  Holy Comforter recently shared 
our resources with a Lutheran church in Arlington for their 
labyrinth project. 

 

               Labyrinths are appearing in secular places as well as 
religious. Hospitals are utilizing the labyrinth as part of cancer 
treatment and palliative care programs and as a way for staff 
�D�Q�G���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���W�R���´�G�H-�V�W�U�H�V�V�µ�������2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�Q�\���E�H�Q�H�I�Lts of 
�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���S�U�D�\�H�U���S�D�W�K���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���´�S�L�O�J�U�L�P�µ���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q��
able to shed fear, grief, depression, anxiety or whatever is 
stopping peace to reside within.  I leave you with a final 
thought from Virginia Westbury, author of Labyrinths, Ancient 
Paths of Wisdom and Peace.  She �Z�U�L�W�H�V�����´�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���R�Q�H���I�L�Q�D�O���L�V�V�X�H��
�Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���O�D�E�\�U�L�Q�W�K���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�«�W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���V�R�X�O�«
the labyrinth seems to connect us to soul, to the deepest realm 
of feeling���´����           
- Sue Davy, Pastoral Care Director 

Meetings:   
Eldercare Support Group, Tuesday, April 10 at 7:00 pm,  
L Croy Room 
Stephen Ministers Facilitation, Tuesday, May 8 at  6:30 pm, 
L Croy Room 

Save the date: 
Fall Silent Retreat, All Saints Convent, October 2-4, 2007.  

Youth  Scho la rsh ips fo r  Summer 
Camp and  Miss ion Tr ips  
               The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) are pleased to 
offer scholarships to youth parishioners wishing to attend 
Shrine Mont Summer Camp or a similar Christian camp this 
summer, or to participate in an away Mission Trip. The ECW 
will pay 1/2 of the camper's tuition or mission trip cost, up to 
a maximum of $215. Look for the bright YELLOW 
application forms in the church office. For additional 
information, please contact Claudia DeCicco at 703.938.3299, 
or email wadecicco@aol.com .wadecicco@aol.com . 

Wanted: More members for discipleship groups! Explore 
scripture, apply lessons to life; studying Acts of Apostles. Meet 
twice a month.  Sound interesting? Please call. 
Monday Group:  7:00 pm, call Carl Riedy, (703) 938-8115  
Sunday Group:   6:00 pm, call Peter Brownrigg, (703) 255-2386   

 




