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�´�+�L�V���O�R�Y�H���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���I�D�U���H�[�F�H�H�G�V���W�K�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H���R�I���D���Z�K�R�O�H���\�H�D�U�·�V���Q�H�H�G�V�����U�H�M�R�L�F�H�����U�H�M�R�L�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�D�Q�N�V��

embrace another year of grace.  With such a Lord to lead our way in hazard and prosperity, what need 
�Z�H���I�H�D�U���L�Q���H�D�U�W�K���R�U���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���Q�H�Z���\�H�D�U���R�I���J�U�D�F�H�"�µ�����+�\�P�Q 250 vss. 3 & 4). 

 

               I love this optimistic hymn appointed for New Years Day in the 1982 Hymnal.  It 
reminds me that the constant challenges that this life presents should be engaged with thankful 
�W�U�X�V�W���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�[�L�R�X�V���I�H�D�U�������,���N�Q�R�Z�����´�H�D�V�\���W�R���V�D�\��-- har�G���W�R���O�L�Y�H���µ�����%�X�W���F�O�H�D�U�O�\�����D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U�V���R�I��
Jesus, we are meant to have a confident stance in this life, a stance of gratitude and hope. 
               At the beginning of a new year, its helpful to spend a bit of time debriefing ourselves to 
becoming aware of what our he�D�U�W�V���K�R�S�H���I�R�U�������,�·�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���R�I�I�H�U���I�L�Y�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���,�·�P���X�V�L�Q�J���L�Q���P�\��
�R�Z�Q���´�G�H�E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�µ���W�K�D�W���,���W�K�L�Q�N���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\���K�H�O�S�I�X�O���Z�D�\�V���R�I���J�H�Wting to that awareness. 

1.       What do I enjoy doing?  �,�Q���W�K�H���P�R�Y�L�H�����´�&�K�D�U�L�R�W�V���R�I���)�L�U�H���µ���(�U�L�F���/�L�G�G�H�O�O���W�H�O�O�V���K�L�V���V�L�V�W�H�U��
�-�H�Q�Q�\�����´�*�R�G���Pade me for a purpose (to be a missionary) but he also made me fast. And 
�Z�K�H�Q���,���U�X�Q���,���I�H�H�O���*�R�G�·�V���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���µ�����:�H���W�R�R���R�I�W�H�Q���I�R�F�X�V���Rn what we think God is frowning 
about in our lives.  What do we do that causes us to feel the smile of God?  Are we doing 
more of what we enjoy doing?  Are we postponing life in some way? 
2.       Where do I see God most at work in my life?  Take some to time to review the past 
year.  What moments of insight, what experiences, or events have the mark of the Holy Spirit 
expanding your personal boundaries?   
3.       What do I want God to do in my life over the next 6 to 12 months?  �:�H�·�U�H��
reluctant to ask God to meet our own needs and yet Jesus repeatedly invited his disciples to 
do so.  The genius of Jesus is that he asked us first to set our hearts on the Kingdom of God 
and then our personal concerns would be cared for (Matt 6:32).  The kingdom of God is not 
a place or even a belief system �³ ���L�W�·�V���Q�R�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H��heavenly kingdom.  The kingdom of God is 
the rule of God in the hearts of his people. M�D�\�E�H���W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H�����´�+�R�Z���F�D�Q���,���O�L�Y�H��
�P�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���L�Q���*�R�G�·�V���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���*�R�G�·�V���U�X�O�H���D�Q�G���*�R�G�·�V���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���P�\���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���F�R�Q�Fern? 

4.     How would I like to serve other people?  We grow most when we allow the 
concerns of others to reach or exceed the level of our own.  How would you like to offer 
your abilities and energies in the service of others? 

5.     And finally, �´�+�R�Z���G�R���,���Q�H�H�G���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���S�U�D�\���I�R�U���P�H�"�µ����To know that another 
holds my concerns needs, and hopes on their heart before God is a source of great 
encouragement.  If someone asked how he or she could pray for you, would you even know 
what to say? 

               �7�K�H�V�H���1�H�Z���<�H�D�U���´�G�H�E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�µ���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���P�L�J�K�W���K�H�O�S���X�V���D�O�O���I�L�Q�G���D���V�L�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G���I�R�F�X�V��
�I�R�U���R�X�U���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U�������0�D�\���*�R�G�·�V���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���E�H��manifest in the 
rhythm of worship, discipleship and mission we share together at Holy 
Comforter. 



PA G E 2  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 
B C P  1 9 2 8 

Opening 
Luanne Obert led the Vestry in a reflection and meditation 

on discernment. 

 

Introductions 
· Father Rick introduced the members-elect of the Vestry: 

Joe Paulini, Steve Colliatie, Kathi Powers and Bob Picardi. 
· Bud Roeder offered a toast of thanks for the service of the 

Vestry members leaving at the end of 2006. 

 

Facility Improvements 
· Bud Roeder thanked the Building Committee for their 

diligent work.  
· Bill Longi, Chair of the Committee presented a 

recommendation to the Vestry to hire an architectural firm 
which will be considered at the January Vestry meeting. 

· The Audiovisual Committee is proceeding to install video 
equipment for Christmas.  

· The Labyrinth is under construction and will be completed 
on December 15, 2006.  

 

Stewardship 
· Eleanor Braun reported that pledges to date total $913,156. 

The committee has an extensive schedule to encourage 
additional pledges and increases in pledges. All Vestry members 
were encouraged to increase their pledges by at least $10.00 per 
week. 

 

�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�·�V Report 
· Peggy Miller reported that the November income was 

$112,806, higher than budget and expenses were higher than 
budget. This year, income is behind budget by approximately 
$75,000 and expenses are less than budget by approximately 
$27,000. We are presently facing a deficit in 2006 of $51,722. 

 
 

Finance 
· The Finance Committee presented a balance budgeted 

with substantial cuts in various areas including a reduction from 
$124,000 to $75,000 to the Diocese and a freeze on staff hiring. 
After an extensive discussion of why pledges and receipts are 
down, the Vestry voted to aggressively pursue payment of 2006 
pledges and pledges for 2007 and to vote on the budget at the 
January Vestry meeting after current financial information is 
known for 2006. The Vestry voted to freeze all expenditures 
except necessary expenses. 

 

�:�D�U�G�H�Q�·�V���5�H�S�R�U�W 
· Father Rick reported on the Advent Remembrance 

Ministry. 
�����'�H�Q�L�V���0�F�0�X�O�O�D�Q���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���D���7�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���I�R�U���)�D�W�K�H�U���5�L�F�N�·�V��

25th Anniversary of his ordination. 
· Bud Roeder offered a proposal to expand the duties of the 

Vestry Person of the Month and invited all Vestry members to 
send him their suggestions. He asked that it be considered for 
approval at the January Vestry meeting. 

 

Administrator 
· Bill Peterson reported that tree trimming and brush 

clearing around the campus has been completed. 

 

General 
· Father Rick reported that Michael Painter has been hired 

as the Minister of Music. He is presently organist at a Roman 
Catholic Church near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He will begin 
January 21, 2007. 

The next meeting of the Vestry will be January 11, 2007. 
The Vestry Retreat will be January 12, 13, and 14, 2007. Vestry 
members are being asked to pay their individual costs for 
housing and meals because of the financial issues of our 
church. 

 

The meeting was ended with prayer. 

 

Bud Roeder, Junior Warden 

Vestry Repor t Meeting- December 14, 2006 

�:�H�·�U�H���5�H�F�U�X�L�W�L�Q�J���1�H�Z���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���� 
The busy holiday season is now behind us and everyone is getting ready 

to begin the fresh new year.  Pennywise is asking that you please prayerfully consider volunteering a 2-hour shift to the 
thrift shop on a monthly basis during 2007.  The day and evening chairmen have on-going vacancies.  They truly need your help to 
keep the shop working smoothly to serve our parish and the greater community.     

Current openings include: 
Tuesday �² 1st & 3rd Week �² Noon to 2:00 pm �²  Call Ann Cassis, 703-938-3411 
Wednesday �² Can use help any Wednesday �²  Call Sue Smith, 703-560-5727 
Thursday �² 2nd Week �² 10:00 am to Noon �² Call Shirley Dutchak, 703-560-1936 
Thursday Evening �² 3rd & 4th Week �² 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm �² Call Sharon Melcher, 703-938-2719 
Friday �² 1st & 3rd Week �² 10:00 am to Noon �² Call Lynne Brents, 703-242-8826 
Saturday �² 3rd Week �² 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm �²  Call Ellen Smith, 703-938-8376 

Consignment Assistants are needed Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday �² 10:00 am to 12:30 pm �²  
Call Nancy Johnson, 703-938-2547.    
If a regular shift is difficult perhaps you could offer to be on-call as a substitute.  Please contact the day chairman for the time that best suits your schedule.  
Thank you for giving the Pennywise staffing needs your consideration and we wish you a Happy New Year! 

Pennywise News            



          Those of us who attended the November ECW 
general meeting and program truly received a blessing!  The 
Rev. Jackie Thomson of St�����$�Q�Q�H�·�V���L�Q���5�H�V�W�R�Q���V�S�R�N�H���R�Q��
�´�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�����7�D�N�L�Q�J���2�X�W���W�K�H���6�W�U�H�V�V�����3�X�W�W�L�Q�J���,�Q���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�µ, and shared 
with us ways to edit the traditional holiday preparations such as 
baking, decorating, and visiting with friends and family (learn to 
prioritize, and give ourselves permission not to get to the 
bottom of those endless lists!) as we celebrate the true meaning 
of the season. 

          In January, join us for a presentation from Holy 
�&�R�P�I�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���3�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���*�U�R�X�S�����Z�K�L�F�K���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H��
Millennium Development Goals,  identified at the most recent 
General Convention as a mission priority for the church. The 
MDGs detail the efforts to combat extreme poverty in the 
world. In looking at these efforts, it becomes clear that much of 
what needs to be done involves improving the lives of women 
and girls, and we will learn the ways in which the Episcopal 
Church, local dioceses and parishes, and individuals can help 
achieve the goals. Watch the bulletin and the CHC website for 
the date, tentatively set for January 20, and for more 
information about the program. ( Speaking of the website �² did 
you know that you can set your preferences in the Member 
Log-In area to insure that you receive information about ECW 
activities? Check it out!) 

PA G E 3  

T o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
l a t es t  C H C  n e w s�« 

Keep your e-mail address up-
to-date with our eNews 

service! You may change your 
subscription or unsubscribe at 
any time by following the link 
found at the bottom of every 

e-mail communication 
 
 

T o  s u b m i t  e v e n t s  o r  
a r t i c l es  vi a  e m a i l . . . 

Sunday bulletin insert:  
bulletin@holycomforter.bulletin@holycomforter.

com 
Comfortable Word articles:  
cw@holycomforter.comcw@holycomforter.com 

eNews requests:  
enews@holycomforter.enews@holycomforter.com 

Pastoral Care In terests 

V O L U M E 4 0 ,  I S S U E 1  

Our Prayers are offered for the repose of the soul of: 
Joseph Cronan, father of  Sue Russell, 
John S. Walker, former parishioner. 

 1st Thursday Eucharist with Healing Prayers 
January 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

Our sympathy is expressed to parishioners who have 
experienced a death in their family.  

Labyr in th 
A new outdoor labyrinth has been donated to the 

church by Morene and Leon Berkovsky in memory of 
their daughter Kathryn. The labyrinth, a forty-foot 
diameter circle made from stone pavers in the style of 
the one in Chartres Cathedral, was installed recently in 
the flat grassy area adjacent to the pond. Landscaping for 
the surrounding meditation garden will be added in the 
spring, followed by a dedication and consecration 
ceremony. The existing outdoor altar will be 
deconsecrated and removed soon to allow for the 
completion of the project. Until the labyrinth and 
meditation garden are completed and dedicated, we ask 
that members of the parish, guests and visitors refrain 
from using it. Programs for use of the labyrinth along 
with instruction on how to use it are being developed for 
the spring. Questions regarding the project can be 
directed to Andrew Eastman at 703-798-0966 or via 
email at aeastman@vertexsolutions.comaeastman@vertexsolutions.com 

I'd like to express my gratitude to everyone for their 
concern during my recent illness and hospitalizations. 

The overwhelming support was definitely a spiritual gift 
for me. Thank you to the clergy, the vestry, the office 
staff, and to each person who brought food for my 

family and me, sent cards, visited, and, most importantly, 
prayed for us.  

God bless you all !!  
Fran Lewis 

Meetings:  Eldercare Support Group, Tuesday, January 
30th  7:00 p.m. - L. Croy Room 

ECW  

CHRISTMAS 
PROJECTS 2006 
 
              Thank you to so many parishioners 

who celebrated the birth of our Lord by giving to others!  Holy 
Comforter donated more than 160 stockings to the Salvation 
Army.  We gave $220 in gift cards to Bethany House moms so 
they could shop for their children.  We contributed $125 in gift 
cards to the Lamb Center so stock can be replenished and we 
turned in more than a dozen warm winter coats with many 
mittens and scarves to help the homeless stay warm in the 
months ahead.  Carmel House received many bags full of 
toiletries as well as new scarves and umbrellas.  We provided 
$220 in gift cards to Northern Virginia Family Services, $190 in 
gift cards to a CHO family, and we shopped until we dropped 
�I�R�U���D���)�$�&�(�7�6���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�K�R���J�D�Y�H���X�V���W�K�H�L�U���´�Z�L�V�K���O�L�V�W�µ�������:�H���D�O�V�R��
gave out toys and games.   

 

Many, many thanks to all who contributed and also to those 
who organized and delivered these special gifts: 

 
NVFS, CHO, & FACETS      Jenny Erdmann & Kathy Brown 
Salvation Army                        Lisa Arthur 
Bethany House                        DeDe Miskell 
Mount Carmel House             Chris & Jeanna Spielmann 
 



ATTENTION ALL SKI 
TRIP  PARTIC IPANTS 
Mark your calendars: there is a mandatory meeting for all ski 
trip participants on Sunday, February 11, at 12:15, in the 
Lillian Croy room. We will collect any leftover forms and 
give out final details about the trip. Make sure to be there! 

PA G E 4  C O M F O R T A B L E WO R D 

Children & Student Min is tr ies (CSM)  

Let te r  f rom  
the  Rev.  Susan Fawcet t 

Cal l ing  a l l  Adul ts  Who Work 
Wi th  Youth  �²  Or  Want  To! 

 

�'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���<�R�X�W�K���/�H�D�G�H�U�V�·���5�H�W�U�H�D�W�� 
MISSION POSSIBLE: MISSION AT ALL LEVELS 

January 12-14, 2007 
Roslyn Retreat Center, Richmond, Virginia 

 

Join other adults who mentor, teach, and minister with youth 
from around the diocese for a weekend of fun, fellowship, 
sharing resources, and learning about leading mission trips. 
This retreat is highly recommended for our youth mentors 

and Sunday School teachers of grades 4 and up! Talk to 
Susan Fawcett to sign up! 

W i n t e r  K i c ko f f 
S u n da y ,  
J a n u a ry  7 
J u n io r  H i gh :   
3 : 3 0  -  5  p m 
S e ni o r  H ig h :   
6  -  8  pm 

B r i ng  a  f r i e n d ! 

Summer Camp a t  Shr ine  Mont ! 
Save the evening of Wednesday, January 17th --- Paris Ball, 

Director of Shrine Mont Camps, will come and speak with us 
about the fabulous summer programs for youth (ages 8 and 
up) that are put on by the diocese, and how to get signed up. 

Woohoo! 
 

Save the Date: Senior High Retreat at Shrine Mont   
March 23 - 25, 2007 

$120  (Scholarships available - talk to Susan) 
 Registration begins in February 

Friends, 
               Happy New Year! It hardly seems like 
six months have gone by since I arrived at Holy 
Comforter. You have welcomed me in such 
wonderful ways, and I am so excited about 
continuing to work with you.  
               The spring has much in store for our youth 
programs. Both the Senior High and the Junior High youth 
groups have been working on their schedules for the next 
several months�����D�Q�G���Z�H�·�U�H���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���W�R���S�O�D�Q���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�U�L�S�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�V�X�P�P�H�U�����7�K�H�U�H�·�V���V�R���P�X�F�K���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q�� 
               Plans for hiring a Youth Coordinator are still up in 
the air. It would be fabulous to have a person to fill that role. 
�$�V���Z�H�·�Y�H���V�H�H�Q�����W�K�R�X�J�K�����*�R�G���K�D�V���V�H�Q�W���X�V���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���D�G�X�Ots from 
our congregation to lead us: Lori Oberts, Hillary Wilson-
deGrazia, Sam Kirton, Grey Maggiano, Lynne Brents, and 
Denis McMullan have stepped up to take responsibility for 
keeping our youth groups engaging, active, safe, and fun. Their 
leadership  and that of other adults who are called to walk the 
path of faith with our youth �² will be key to our journey 
together, whether or not we hire a Youth Coordinator. I am 
confident that God will continue to help us grow together. 

I would love to have your presence at my ordination 
to the priesthood here at Holy Comforter on February 3, at 
10:30 in the morning. Working with the young people of this 
parish is a great blessing, and your presence at that service 
would be a great gift to me. 

May your year be blessed indeed by the God who 
makes all things new.        

                                      Peace,    Susan 

 
 

�'�R�H�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���L�Q���\�R�X�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���K�D�Y�H���D���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���I�R�R�G���D�O�O�H�U�J�\�"���:�H���K�D�Y�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���D�G�G�H�G���D�Q���´�D�O�O�H�U�J�\���D�O�H�U�W�µ���I�L�H�O�G���W�R���R�X�U���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���V�R���W�Kat we 
can keep track of this information in case of emergency. We are particularly concerned about making sure Sunday School teachers and 
�R�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���W�K�L�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�������3�O�H�D�V�H���X�S�G�D�W�H���R�X�U���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���L�I���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�L�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H useful 
information for us to have. You can do it yourself through Member Log-In on the web site (it is in the Comments section of your 
individual record) or contact Frankie Stahlhut (ext. 14) or Katherine Hutt (ext. 16) in the Church office. 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. -   Isaiah 43:19   

J u n io r  H i gh  (7t h  -  8t h G ra d es ) S e ni o r  H i gh  ( 9  -  1 2t h  G r ad e s) 

 
January 7, 3:30-5 pm:  Winter Kickoff!  

January 7, 6-8 pm: Youth Group Winter 
Kickoff!  

January 21, 3:30-5 pm:  Youth Group  January 21, 6-8 pm: Youth Group: Stump 
The Priest!  

January 28, 3:30-5 pm:  Youth Group  January 28, 6-8 pm: Youth Group 

See the calendar at www.chcyouth.wordpress.com www.chcyouth.wordpress.com  for the most updated schedule! 

Allergy Alert! 




